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The  Assassination  of 
Abraham  Lincoln 


Correspondence  regarding  the 
April  15,  1865,  New  York  Herald 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Daniel  H.  Newhall 

BOOKS    AND    PAMPHLETS 

154  Nassau  St.,  New  York 


New  York. ...December.  ..A1,.«..1SI1. 


llr.  Albert  H.  Griffith, 
Flak, 
Wisconsin 
Dear  Mr.  Griffith: 

Answering  yours  of  the  18th.   I  have  not  a  genuine 
copy  of  the  Herald  of  April  15,  1865,  so  I  must  depend  upon  my 
memory.  But  the  only  reprint  I  ever  heard  of  is  what  I  call  the 
Archambault  reprint  which  is  of  four  pages,  on  very  poor  paper  and 
is  easily  distinguished  by  the  four  large  waftml  advertisements  which 
it  contains.   The  originals  were  printed  on  the  good  paper  in  use  in 
those  days,  while  this  reprint  is  on  pulp  paper.  I  suspect  yours  is 
the  reprint. 

Yours  truly, 
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July  15,  1932 


Mr.  R*  P.  Viddlctcra 
231  Wm  Porphyry  Street 
Bntta,  Montana 

My  dear  Mr.  Mi. Idle  ton* 


y  is  for  the  account  of  the  old  copy  of  the 
*ew  York  Hemic:  which  yon  have  bnt  I  rath^     feel  we  have 
one  cltdiar  to  it.       If  it  is  similar  to  the  one  whioh  I 
have  checked  on  the  enclosed  slip,  yaa  will   tee  that  it  It 
a  reprint  of  the  original   edition  rather  than  an  original 
copy.     If  yov.rs  it  different,  howewer,  thtm  any  of  thote 
litted  on  the  attached  tlin  of  paper,  we  til     be  g1«*-d  to 
learn  wherein  the  difference  list. 

▼ery  sinoerrly 


Director 
Lincoln  Historical  Research  Foundation 

Tine.   (1) 
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December  13,  1932 


Mrs.  Jean  dePpye 
Sayville,  Long  Island 

My  dear  Mrs.  dePaye: 

Than*  you  very  much  for  submitting  to  us  the 
price  which  you  are  placing  upon  your  New  York  Herald*. 

We  regret  we  do  not  have  an  appropriation 
large  enough  to  give  your  offer  consideration. 

Tery  sincerely  yours. 


Director 
LAWjEB        Lincoln  Historical  Hesewrch  Foundation 


PHONE   SAYV1LLE   490 


/ 


REAL  ESTATE 

BOHACK  BUILDING 

MONTAUK  HIGHWAY 

SAYV1LLE.  LONG  ISLAND 


o 


^-^C  <  l^g 


PHONE  SAYVILLE  491 


& 


te^e^'  ¥- 


3    2L 


<J>yiJU^ 


Sl/L^ts 


^J 


^A> 


lmyvJ     L^A- 


tn/f 


\D~uAj 


H^  t\Y 


C  <i 


December  17 ,  1932 


tire.   Jean  de  Paye 
"ayville,  Lon#  Island 
New  To A 

My  dear  Mrs.  d#  Paye 

e  are  not  allowed  to  make  any  off ere 
whatev  r  for  Lincoln  it  erne     hich  we  acquire 
as  we  feel  the  owner  should  be  more  able  to 
apraise  the  items  than  ourselves.      If  you  c  re 
to  give  us  the  very  lowest  t>rice  at  which  you 
are  holding  the  Sew  York  Heralds  we  will  let 
you  know  whether  or  not  we  care  to  have  them, 
although  y>u  need  not  bother  to  correspond 
with  ue  if  the  price  is  anything  like  the 
former  price  y<->u  auoted  a-  we  go  not  irrve 
sufficient  funds  in  our  budget  for  such  pur- 
chases. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Director 
LAVh     Lincoln  Historical  Research  Pound-  t ion 


Class  of  Service 


This  is  a  full-Tate 
Telegram  or  Cable- 
gram unless  its  de- 
ferred character  is  in- 
dicated by  a  suitable 
sign  above  or  preced- 
ing the  address. 


BY  DIRECT  WIRE  FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 


1223S 


SIGNS 


DL  =  Day  Letter 


NM  =  Night  Message 


NL  =  Night  Letter 


LCO  =  Deferred  Cable 


NLT  =  Cable  Night  Letter 


WLT  =  Week-End  Letter 


NEWCOMB  CARUTON,   PRESIDENT 


J.    C.    WH-LEVER.    FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 


The  filing  time  as  shown  in  the  date  line  on  full-rate  telegrams  and  day  letters,  and  the  time  of  receipt  at  destination  as  shown  on  all  messages ,  is  STANDARD  TIME. 

FAB7    15    XU=SAYVILLE    NY    DEC    19    1220P 
LINCOLN    HISTORICAL  RESERCH    FOUNDATION 

m    WARREN    MY    PRICE    FOR    NEWYORK   HERALD   FOURTEEN    HUNDRED 
DOLLARS    IF    ACCEPTED    PLEASE    ANSWER    IMMEDI ATELY*  I 
MRS    JEAN    DEPAYE« 1139A. 


PATRONS  ARE  REQUESTED  TO  FAVOR  THE  COMPANY  BY   CRITICISM  AND   SUGGESTION  CONCERNING  ITS  SERVICE 
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Office  of  the  Librarian 


Library  of  Congress 
washington 


January  ID 


Dear  Sir: 

In  response  to  your  request  of  January  14,  we 
send  herewith  a  copy  of  our  Information  circular  on  the 
subject  of  the  New  York  Hei-ald  of  April  15,  1365,  which 
has  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  of  the  Periodical  Divi- 
sion. 

Very  truly  yours, 

n 


Secretary 

(For  the  Librarian) 


(l  enclosure) 


.  Loui  s  ' .  hrren 

storical  Research  Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne  INDIANA 


Library  of  Congress 

PERIODICAL  DIVISION 
WASHINGTON 


THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD  OF  APRIL  15,  1865 


INFORMATION  CIRCULAR 


£* 


The  Library  of  Congress  has  an  issue  of  The  New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  1865,  and  a  "Postscript" 
or  extra  for  the  same  date.  Both  are  originals  on  rag  paper,  carry  Whole  no.  10,456  at  the  left  of  the  date 
line,  and  have  double  parallel  lines  both  above  and  below  the  date  line.  The  full  issue  shows  a  water  mark, 
"XEW  YORK  HERALD".  Both  have  in  page  1,  column  1,  the  heading,  "Important.  Assassination  of 
President  Lincoln."  The  last  line  in  this  column  reads,  ''to  and  fro,  and  the  rumors  were  magnified  until 
we  had". 

The  full  issue  has  in  page  1,  column  4,  one-quarter  of  the  way  down  the  column,  the  heading,  "'The 
State  Capital",  and  in  column  5,  "The  Rebels.  Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville."  The  Postscript  has  mourning 
rules  between  columns  on  page  1,  and  substitutes  in  column  4,  "The  Latest  Xews. Secretary  Stanton  to 
General  Dix.  War  Department,  Washington,  April  15 — 8  A.  M.";  column  5  has  "Postscript.  Saturday, 
April  15—10  A.  M.      Death  of  the  President  !  !";  and  in  column  6,  "The  Rebels.     Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville". 

The  Library  also  has  3  different  reprints  of  extras.  Two  of  these  are  on  wood  pulp  paper,  rather  dark 
in  color,  and  of  poor  quality.  Each  has  mourning  rules  betw-een  columns  and  above  and  below  date  line  on 
page  1.  The  last  line  in  column  1  reads,  "ard.  The  President  was  shot  at  Ford's  Theatre."  In  column  4 
appears  "Extra.  8 :  10  A.  M.  Xew  York,  Saturday,  April  15,  1865.  Death  of  the  President."  In  column 
5,  "The  Rebels.  Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville."  These  two  reprints  have  on  the  inside  pages  advertising  for 
Kitchel's  Liniment  and  Kitchel's  Spavin  Cure,  but  show  differences  in  the  illustrations. 

The  third  reprint  is  on  better  quality  paper  but  has  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  page  1,  and  is  misprinted 
"Whole  no.  10,459".  It  has  a  t}7pe-page  width  of  15%  inches  which  is  l1/^  inches  more  than  the  other 
copies.  The  mourning  rules  are  as  in  the  other  reprints.  Page  1.  column  4,  carries  "Extra.  8:10  A.  M. 
Xew  York,  Saturday,  April  15,  1865.  Death  of  the  President."  This  reprint  has  only  2  pages  instead  of 
4  like  all  the  other  copies,  and  on  the  2d  page  appears  advertising  for  Grain-0  Coffee. 

In  the  Lincoln  Collection  of  the  Library  is  found  still  another  reprint  (E457.5.X56)  with  title,  A  Relic 
of  the  Rebellion ;  or,  What  happened  twenty-six  years  ago,  a  true  copy  of  The  Xew  York  Herald,  as  pub- 
lished on  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  the  morning  after  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  Xew  York, 
J.  H.  Winston,  1891.     69  p.    24™'. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  Xew  York  Public  Library,  April,  1931,  also  lists  a  reprint  without  advertising,  one 
with  advertising  for  Smith's  Buchu  Lythia  Pills,  and  one  with  advertising  for  Dr.  Archambault's  Paris 
Vital  Sparks. 
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AKRON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Will     H      Collins      Librarian 

AKRON  *  OHIO 


July  7,    1936 


'  *-  "**3^| 


Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co., 
Tort  Wayne,  Ind. 

Gentlemen: 

We  have  been  asked  for  the  value  of  the  New  York 
Herald,  April  15,  1865.  This  was  the  special  edition  con- 
taining the  news  of  Lincoln1 s  assassination.  One  of  our 
patrons  has  a  rather  dilapidated  copy.  Could  you  give  us 
any  idea  of  its  value? 

We  have  noticed  a  news  item  recently,  stating  that 
it  is  worth  a  thousand  dollars,  and  we  rather  doubt  that. 

Very  truly  yours 


LIBRARIAN      ^  ^ 

ORDER  &  CATALOG 
DEPARTMENT 


JER:MS 


July  32,  1936 


/     Hr.  Will  H.  Collins,  Librarian 
Akron  Public  Library 
Akron,  Ohio 

&y  dear  Sir I 

la  regret  baring  delayed  the  reply  to  your 
letter  with  reference  to  the  Hew  York  Herald  but  we 
were  anxious  to  place  In  your  hands  a  compilation 
of  the  Hew  York  Beftalds  we  hare  in  our  Foundation, 
which  I  think  will  be  of  assistance  to  you  if  further 
inquiries  corae  with  reference  t^  this  paper. 

We  would  be  pleased  to  learn  if  you  come  across 
other  copies  which  we  have  not  listed. 

^ery  truly  yours 


LA: 
Enc. 


director 


J- 


Beratb 


NEW-  ,  YOKK 


(Tribune 


July  25,    1936 


Mr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director 
Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

My  dear  Sir: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  July 
22nd  to  Mr.  Ogden  Reid,  enclosing  the  bulletin  about 
the  reprints  of  the  New  York  Herald  of  April  15th,  1865. 

We  are  very  glad  to  have  this 
bulletin  and  I  am  wondering  if  you  could  spare  us  five 
or  six  extra  copies  for  distribution  to  our  various 
departments.     Since  the  United  Press  dispatch 
appeared,  we  have  had  more  inquiries  than  ever,  which 
is  saying  a  good  deal J 


Very  truly  yours, 
Secretary  to  the  Editor. 
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lovember  1,   1938 


Mrs*  Harry  Mlsklmlns 
Cambria,  Iowa 

My  dear  Madam: 

We  are  pleased  Indeed  to  hear  about  tbe 
copy  of  the  New  York  Herald  whloh  you  have  In  your 
possession  but  I  rather  feel  that  you  will  be 
disappointed  to  learn  that  there  la  very  little 
value  placed  on  the  original  ooplee  and  praotloally 
no  value  upon  reprints  and  I  am  rather  inclined  to 
believe  that  yours  Is  a  reprint. 

You  will  please  find  enclosed  a  little 
bulletin  whloh  we  prepared  with  reference  to  those 
papers  we  have  bad  so  many  Inquiries  about  and  if 
yours  seems  to  differ  from  all  of  those  marked  on 
the  enclosed  reprint  we  would  be  pleased  to  hear 
about  it  although  I  do  not  know  if  we  would  care 
to  acquire  it. 

Very  truly  yours, 


LAW:JW 
LJt  .Warren 


Director 


A, 


P..IN 

All  correspondence  should  be  addressed 

"LIBRARIAN  OF  CONGRESS 

Washington1,  D.  C." 


The  Library  of  Congress 
washington 


Officb  of  the  Librarian 


June  12,  1939 


Dear  Sir: 

In  response  to  your  letter  of  recent  date,  I  am  directed  by 
the  Librarian  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Memorandum  furnished  by  the 
Chief  of  the  Periodical  Division,  Mr.  Parsons. 

Very  truly  yours, 


(2  enclosure  ) 


Secretary 


Memorandum :   Information  concerning  the  New  York  Herald 
of  April  15,  1865. 


The  Information  Circular  referred  to  is  also  herewith. 


Mr.  M.  A.  Cook 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


ABE/C 


MEMORANDUM 


TO  TH« 

librarian  or  Congress 


from  tub  Periodical  Division 
June  10,  1939 


referring  to  letter  from  M.A.  Cook,  Lincoln  National 

Life  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  June  7, 
1939,  concerning  the  New  York  Herald  of 
April  15,  1865. 


There  were  five  original  editions  of  The  New  York  Herald  of 
April  15,  1865,  each  containing  eight  pages  printed  on  rag  paper.   These 
editions  are: 

1.  2:00  A.M.  Regular  edition.   A  small  caption  "The  State  Capital" 

appears  in  the  fourth  column. 

2.  3:00  A.M.   Special  edition.   "The  Latest  News"  in  fourth  column. 

3.  8:10  A.M.  Mourning  edition.   "Death  of  the  President"  in  fourth 

column  under  headline  "Extra".   Heavy  black  column 
lines. 

4.  10:00  A.M.  Reward  edition.   "Postscript"  in  fifth  column  offers 

$10,000  reward  for  assassins. 

5.  2:00  P.M.   Inauguration  edition.   "Inauguration  of  Vice  President 

Johnson"  in  fourth  column. 


The  2:00  A.M.  and  the  8:10  A.M.  editions  have  both  been  reprinted 
many  times.  The  attached  Information  Circular  describes  some  of  these 
reprints  which  are  in  our  files.   Such  reprints  have  little  monetary  value, 
perhaps  fifty  cents  each. 

The  Library  of  Congress  would  be  interested  in  securing  originals 
of  the  3:00  A.M.  and  8:10  A.M.  editions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Chief,  Periodical  Division 


s 


Minnesota  Historical  Society 

Saint  Paul 


IRA  C    OEHLER    pbesident 
LESTER   B    SHIPPEE,  vice-president 
JULIUS   E    HAYCRAFT,  vice-president 
JULIAN    S    BAIRD.  TREASURER 


ARTHUR    J     LARSEN 

SECRETARY     AND    SUPERINTENDENT 


GERTRUDE    KRAUSNICK,  librarian 

GRACE     L      NUTE,  CURATOR    OF   MANUSCRIPTS 

WILLOUGHBY  M.  BABCOCK,  CURATOR  OF 

MUSEUM    AND    ARCHAEOLOGIST 


March  27,  1941 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor 

Lincoln  Lore 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

Just  before  the  April  22,  1940,  issue  of  the  Lincoln 
Lore,  arcneared  with  its  list  of  reprints  of  the  New  York 
Bej*ald  for  April  15,  1865,  T  had  attempted  a  classification 
of  the  reprints  in  the  possession  of  the  Minnesota  Historical 
Society.   Consequently  I  was  very  much  interested  in  your 
classification. 

I  was  gratified  to  discover  that  my  classification, 
though  made  on  the  basis  of  far  fewer  examples  of  separate 
reprints,  was  essentially  the  same  as  yours.   Though  I 
just  had  cards  typed  for  the  separate  reprints,  I  had  them 
retyoed  so  as  to  embody  your  description  and  your  numerical 
listing.   This  was  done  because  your  list  makes  easier  a 
reference  to  the  various  reprints. 


<*V0 


tyf*- 


The  Minnesota  Histor\cal  Society  has  three  copies  of 
a  reprint  which  I  have  identified  with  your  No. 2;  two  copies 
of  your  No. 8;  one  of  your  No.  10;  one  of  your  No. 17c;  and 
one  of  your  No. 21.   We  have  one  cony  which  T  have  identified 
as  a.  variation  of  your  No. 26.   This  copy  is  a  reprint  of  the 
8:10  A.M.  morning  edition  with  the  inscription  of  H.M.  Barnet 
at  the  top  right  margin  of  -page  1' and- bottom  left  margin  of 
page  3.   The  only  original  I  have  with  which  to  compare  it  is 
the  2*»A.M.  regular.   On  such  a  comparision,  it  appears  to  be 
a  reprint  of  pages  1,  4-5,  and  8,  thus  differing  from  your  No. 
26  inasmuch  as  that  reprints  pages  1-2,  7  and  8  of  the  original 
according  to  your  description.   The  Society  also  has  another 
variation  of  your  No. 26.   This  one  reprints  the  same  pages  as 
the  others.   It  differs  from  the  other  in  that  it  has  the  in- 
scription of  H.  M.  Barnet  only  at  the  top  right  margin  of  page 
1. 
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The  Society  also  has  thre 
believe  were  described  in  Line 
of  the  8:10  A.M.  morning  edit! 
dent"  announced  at  the  tot)  of 
headline  "Latest  Extra.1"  "The 
last  line  of  the  sixth  column. 
Tt  has  no  advertisements.  The 
agrees  with  that  for  this  re-nr 
nermit  a  certain  identif icatio 
line  of  column  six  is  "ties  to 
the   corose.  " 


e   rer>rints  which  T   do  not 
oln  Lore.      One  is   a  re-ori  nt 


on  V3  th   "Death  of  the  Pree1  - 
the   fourth  column  under   the 
"   has  'been   inserted   in  the 
The  distributor  is  unknown. 

description  of  your  No. 33 
int,  but  is  too  general  to 
n  being  marie.      The  last 

any  one  who   can   identify 


JT 


Another  is  a  re-ori.nt  of  the  same  edition  with 
"Death  of  the  President"  a-or>eari.ng  in  second  ouarter  of 
fourth  column  under  headline  "Extra."   "The"  has  been 
inserted  in  the  last  line  of  sixth  column,  which  reads 
"the  corose."  No  distributor  is  given.   There  are  no 
adverti sements. 


Ml 


The   third    is  a  two  r>age   reprint.      Page  one   consists 
of  a  reset  nage  one  of  the  8:10  A.M.    morning  edition  with 
a  two   column  cut  of  the  beardless  Lincoln  at   the  tor)  of 
columns   3-4.      Columns  are  15  picas  wide.      Page   two  has 
an  advertisement    for  Grain  -0  occupying  columns   3-6. 

T  am  not   sure   that   you   attempted   to   list   two    -np.ge 
rer>rints.      At   any  rate   this  one  does   not   aoTDear   in  your 
list.      The   Society  has   a  number  of  corses  of  this  narti- 


cular  ret>r1nt.      Tf 
•pleased    to    send    it 


you  cared 
to  you. 


to  have  one.    I  would   be 


The  Txmulari ty  of  the   story  on  Lincoln's   assassination 
was   enormous.      The   Society  has   reprints   of  other   news-oarers 
a.s  well   as  \the  original   issues  of  many  nevs-na.-ners   giving  the 
story  whl  ch  had   been  -nreserved   by  co nt era-no ra ri  es. 


LB/D 


Si  ncerely  yours, 

Acting  Head  of  Newsrje-oer  Department 


■ 


April  14,  19^1 

Mr.  Levis  Beeson, 
Acting  Head  of  Newspaper  Dept. 
Minnesota  Hlatorloal  Society 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Hsr  dear  Mr.  Beeeon: 

The  delay  in  replying  to  your  letter  of  March  27  baa  been  due 
to  my  absence  from  the  city  of  acre  than  three  months  on  a  Western 
speaking  Itinerary* 

We  are  pleased  Indeed  to  learn  of  your  collection  of  lev  York 
Maids  and  we  are  especially  anolous  to  gather  information  about  any 
of  th©  variants  which  we  amy  have  not  listed. 

Xt  appears  to  me  that  you  have  two  reprints  which  we  do  not 
have  and  inasmuch  as  we  have  gathered  some  two  or  three  others  our* 
selves,  X  will  be  pleased  to  write  you  aa  soon  as  we  are  ready  to  Hat 

them* 

You  have  allowed  me  to  correct  a  very  serious  mistake  and  I 
do  not  know  how  it  could  have  been  made  with  reference  to  8:10  A.M. 
edition  you  will  find  In  Lincoln  Lore  o¥  recent  date  the  reprints  of 
pages  1-2,  7  and  8  of  the  original.  You  are  correct  when  you  state 
they  are  from  page  1,  H-5,  and  8  from  the  original.  We  sincerely  regret 
this  mistake  has  crept  into  Lincoln  Lore. 

With  that  change  I  think  we  may  now  conclude  your  copy  with 
the  Barnet  imprint  at  the  top  right  margin  of  page  1  and  the  bottom 
left  margin  of  page  5  1*  the  same  aa  ours;  however,  you  do  have  a 
variance  In  the  Barnet  paper  which  lacks  the  Barnet  Inscription   in 
the  bottom  margin  on  the  third  page. 

With  such  further  informr  ilon  you  have  given  me  I  am  very  euro 
that  your  8s  10  A.M.  edition  marked  "Latest  Extra"  la  the  same  as  our 
*o.  33. 

I  do  not,  however,  find  ghat  we  have  a  second  variant  under 
the  heading  "Extra  with  the  words  "the  corpse"  in  the  last  line  of 
the  sixth  column. 

Z  am  very  sure  that  the  page  reprint  which  you  call  the 
Qraln-0  la  the  aarne  as  our  lb./  9. 


As  soon  aa  we  can  list  the  new  Items  we  will  advise  you  of 

is  new  numbering  which  should  be  given  to  the  two  reprints  which  you 

„  c+-    seem  to  have  which  are  not  In  our  collection. 


<t  o~ 


very  truly  yours, 

Director 


Bulletin  of  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation    ------    Dp.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Editor, 
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HERALD  REPRINTS 

April  15,  1865 

The  account  of  the  assassination  and 
death  of  Abraham  Lincoln  which  oc- 
cured  seventy-five  years  ago  last  week 
was  probably  the  most  sensational 
news  story  ever  printed  in  America.  It 
is  not  strange  that  people  would  pre- 
serve and  cherish  these  black-lined 
mourning  sheets  which  told  of  the 
President's  death.  It  is  also  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  reprints  would  be 
made  of  some  of  these  copies. 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Founda- 
tion has  listed  up  to  date  forty-one 
different  reprints  of  the  Neiv  York 
Herald  for  April  15, 1865,  and  most  of 
these  papers  are  in  the  collection  of  the 
Foundation.  This  bulletin  is  an  at- 
tempt to  classify  them  as  they  have 
been  reproduced  from  the  original  is- 
sues. 

Two  factors  definitely  separate  the 
original  and  the  reprint  copies.  The 
originals  are  printed  on  rag  paper 
and  have  eight  pages;  the  reprints  or 
facsimiles  are  printed  on  wood  pulp 
paper  and  in  no  instance  have  more 
than  four  pages. 

ORIGINAL  EDITIONS 

1.  Regular  Edition  2:00  A.  M.— 
A  small  caption,  "The  State  Capi- 
tol," appears  in  the  fourth  column. 

2.  Special  Edition  3:00  A.  M.— 
Condition  of  President  made 
known  in  fourth  column  under 
caption,  "The  Latest  News." 

3.  Mourning  Edition  8:10  A.  M. — 
"Death  of  the  President"  an- 
nounced in  fourth  column  under 
headline  "Extra." 

4.  Reward  Edition  10:00  A.  M. — 
Offer  of  $10,000  reward  for  as- 
sassins is  made  in  fifth  column  un- 
der "Postscript." 

5.  Inauguration  Edition  2 :00  P.  M. 
— "Inauguration  of  Vice  President 
Johnson"  announced  in  headline, 
fourth  column. 

REPRINT  COPIES 

Regular  Edition 

1.  Johnson  —  Four  pages  printed 
from  plates.  No  display  advertise- 
ments. Second  page  bears  John- 
son &  Co.  inscription. 

2.  Unidentified — From  same  plates 
as  above  copy.  No  name  of  dis- 
tributor appears. 

3.  Insert  —  From  same  plates  as 
Johnson  copy.  "The"  has  been  in- 
serted in  last  line  of  sixth  column. 
Distributor  unknown. 

4.  Virginia — Same  plates  as  Johnson 
ropy.  "The  Virginia  Publicity 
Company"  printed  in  margin. 

5.  Winston — Sixty-nine  page  booklet 
5%"  x  9%"  reprinting  news  data. 
Published  by  J.  H.  Winston,  1891. 

6.  Nebraska  Republican  —  Same  as 
Johnson  plate  except  for  page  3 


which  contains  "Nebraska  Repub- 
lican State  Central  Committee" 
article. 

Mourning  Edition 
Kitchell  Series 

N.  B.  Advertising  testimonials  differ  in 
every  case. 

7.  First  and  fourth  pages  are  fac- 
simile of  original  edition.  Kitchell 
advertisements  on  second  and 
third  pages;  also  1890  in  date  line 
at  top  margin. 

8.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  1891  on 
page  2,  still  1890  on  page  3. 

9.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  1892  on 
pages  2  and  3. 

10.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  1893. 

11.  Same  as  No.  10  except  for  change 
in  advertising  copy  testimonals. 

12.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  1894. 

13.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  now 
1894  on  page  3. 

14.  Same  as  No.  7  except  date  1905. 

Lincoln  Picture  Series 

15.  (a)  Archambault  —  First  page, 
picture  of  beardless  Lincoln  two 
columns  wide.  Original  edition 
had  no  picture.  News  items  on 
pages  1  and  4  from  original  8:10 
A.  M.  Edition.  Pages  2  and  3  have 
advertisements  of  Dr.  Archam- 
bault. Numbered  10459  instead  of 
10456.    (1897) 

16.  (b)  Archambault — Same  as  above 
but  earlier  edition  as  indicated  by 
1894  dates  on  testimonials. 

17.  (c)  Archambault — Same  as  above 
but  dated  1896  and  contains  differ- 
ent advertisements  on  back  page. 

18.  (d)  Archambault — Has  only  two 
pages.  Same  plate  but  plate  is  in- 
jured. 

19.  Genesee — Two  pages  with  first 
page  the  same  as  above.  Second 
page  has  Genesee  Food  Co.  adver- 
tisement. 

20.  Malena — Has  "Free  copy,  etc."  on 
top  margin  of  first  page.  Other 
three  pages  contain  Malena  Co. 
advertisement. 

21.  Smith — Advertisements  on  pages 
2,  3,  and  4  of  W.  F.  Smith  Co. 

22.  Bearded — First  page,  first  column 
head,  "Important."  Sixth  column 
head,  "Extra."  Picture  of  bearded 
Lincoln,  two  columns  wide. 

23.  Dieti-ich — One  page.  Imprint  on 
back,  "Compliments  of  Dietrich 
Galleries,  Inc.,  Detroit,  Michigan." 

24.  Eichmann  —  Two  pages.  Second 
page  has  "The  American  Histori- 
cal Research  Bureau,  Michael  F. 
Eichmann  and  Ass.,  1437  to  45 
North  Gordon  Street,  Hollywood, 
Cal." 

25.  Union — Union  Label  in  upper 
right  corner.  Two  center  pages 
blank,  wide  margin  at  bottom  of 
pages  1  and  4.  Back  page  shows 
reproduction  of  damaged  copy. 


Plate  Reprint  Scries 

26.  Barnet — Printed  from  plates  with 
text  on  pages  1,  2,  3,  and  4  identi- 
cal with  pages  1,  2,  7,  and  8,  re- 
respectively,  in  original  edition. 
Inscription  of  H.  M.  Barnet  on 
margins  of  first  and  third  pages. 

27.  Same  as  above  except  inscription 
of  Emporium  and  Golden  Rule 
Bazaar  in  first  page  margin,  noth- 
ing in  third. 

28.  Magill  Weinsheimer  Co.  —  Same 
as  No.  26  but  has  "Price  four 
cents"  at  top  of  first  page  and 
"Planographed  in  1938  by  Magill- 
Weinsheimer  Co.,  Chicago"  in 
margin  of  page  4. 

29.  Unidentified — Same  as  No.  22  ex- 
cept no  inscription. 

Six  Column  Reset  Reprint  Series 

30.  Coldwater  —  Same  wording  ab- 
original text  but  number  of  lines 
in  columns  differ.  Page  3  has  ad- 
vertisement of  Coldwater  Road 
Cart  Co. 

31.  Mutual — Mutual  Union  Associa- 
tion advertisement  on  pages  2 
and  3. 

32.  Tibbets— Tibbets  Cigar  Company 
advertisement  on  page  3. 

33.  Latest  —  Rearrangement  of  text 
showing  a  caption  headline,  "Lat- 
est," at  top  of  fourth  column. 

34.  Kansas  —  Third  page  advertise- 
ment of  Kansas  City,  Memphis, 
and  Birmingham  railroad. 

35.  Fort  Scott— Second  and  third 
page  advertisement  of  Kansas 
City,  Fort  Scott,  and  Memphis 
railroad. 

36.  Toppenish — Much  changing  of  po- 
sition of  text  due  to  use  of  col- 
umns 2%"  wide.  No  advertise- 
ments. Distributed  by  Central 
Bank  of  Toppenish,  State  of 
Washington.  150,000  copies  print- 
ed. 

37.  Wakeley— Like  No.  33  but  top  of 
first  page  has  "Application  pend- 
ing for  copyright,  18  ?9,  by  M. 
Wakeley."  Opposite  side  has 
"Facsimile  copy." 

38.  Brant  —  First  page  rearranged 
and  titled  "The  New  York  Spe- 
cial." Pages  2,  3,  and  most  of  4 
contain  advertising  for  J.  W. 
Brant  and  Company,  Albion, 
Michigan. 

Seven  Column  Reset  Reprint  Series 

39.  German  —  Advertisement  of  Ger- 
man American  Staff  of  Physicians 
on  second  and  fourth  pages. 

4<>.  Memorial — Same  as  above  copy 
except  added  imprint  "Abraham 
Lincoln  Memorial  Edition"  in 
margin  of  first  page. 

41.  He-pat-i-cure — Pages  2  and  4 
have  patent  medicine  advertise- 
ments, one  is  He-pat-i-cure. 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

NATIONAL  CAPITAL  PARKS 

WASHINGTON    25,  D.  G. 


Dear  Dr.  warren: 


The  Lincoln  Museum, 
511  10th  St.,  N.  W. 
July  20,  1948. 


I  am  enclosing  photostatic  copies  of  the  New  York  Herald,  April  15,  1865,  10  A.  M. 
edition,  pages  1  and  8  which  we  are  planning  to  use  here  for  sale  at  the  Concession 
stand.  In  looking  over  the  10  A.  M.  Reward  edition  which  you  so  kindly  sent  us,  it 
looks  to  me  as  if  the  one  I  am  sending  you  is  the  same  and  not  the  one  you  speak  ol 
as  the  10  A.  M.  original  edition.  However,  you  will  notice  that  the  date  of (April  14 
is  to  be  found  at  the  top  of  the  last  or  8th  page. 

Also  enclosed  are  two  sheets  containing  information  on  the  New  York  Heralds  of 
April  15,  1865  in  the  Library  of  Congress  which  were  supplied  by  the  Serials  Division 
of  the  Reference  Department.  I  think  that  they  have  negative  photostats  on  hand  on 
some  if  not  all  of  these  editions  and  they  could  supply  you  with  copies  of  any  on  the 
list  in  which  you  might  have  an  interest.  Perhaps  they  can  supply  you  with  positive 
photostats  of  the  2  A.  M.  edition  in  which  you  were  especially  interested. 

Thanks  so  much  for  the  information  you  gave  us  on  the  size  of  Lincoln* s  boots. 
The  boots  we  secured  from  Miss  Hatch,  however,  do  not  seem  to  be  as  large  as  size  14. 
I  measured  the  length  of  the  boots  through  glass  (which  is  not  an  entirely  accurate 
measurement)  and  they  measure  approximately  11^  inches  long  from  the  top  and  back  of 
the  heel  to  the  tip.  If  you  find  any  further  Information  concerning  the  size  of  the 
boots  worn  by  Lincoln,  I  would  deeply  appreciate  it  for  our  files. 

The  other  items  which  I  wrote  to  you  about  sometime  ago  were  not  enclosed  with 
the  envelope  which  you  sent  me.  Perhaps  you  are  sending  them  at  a  later  date  after 
you  have  time  to  have  them  photostated. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Stanley  ^tf.  McClure, 
Associate  Historian. 


THi 


LIBRARY   OF   CONGRESS  •   Washington  >  25  -  D.C. 


REFERENCE  DEPARTMENT 

Serials  Division 


Dear 


Your  letter  of 


has  been  referred  to  the 


Serial 8  Di vision  for  attention  and  reply* 

There  were  five  original  editions  of  The  New  York  Herald  of 
April  15,  1865,  eaoh  having  eight  numbered  pages  printed  on  rag 
paper*  These  editions  aret 


V 


< 


1*  2*00  A*M*  Regular  edition*  A  snail  caption  "The 

State  Capital"  appears  in  the  fourth  column* 
2*  3i00  A.M.  Special  edition*  "The  Latest  Hews"  in 

fourth  column* 
3*  8*10  A.M.  Mourning  edition*  "Death  of  the  President" 

in  fourth  column  under  headline  "Extra"* 

Heavy  black  column  lines* 
4*  lOtOO  A.M.  Reward  edition*  "Postscript"  in  fifth 

column  offers  $10,000  reward  for  assassins* 
5*  2i00  P.M.  Inauguration  edition*  "Inauguration  of 

Vice  President  Johnson"  in  fourth  column* 


The  2t00  A.M.  and  the  8tl0  A.M.  editions  have  both  been  reprinted 
many  times*  The  attached  Information  Circular  describes  some  of  these 
reprints  which  are  in  our  files*  Such  reprints  have  little  monetary 
value,  perhaps  fifty  cents  eaoh* 

The  Library  of  Congress  would  be  interested  in  securing  originals 
of  the  3t00  A.M.  and  8il0  A.M.  editions* 

For  the  Librarian  of  Congress, 


Enclosure! 

Information  Circular* 


Chief,  Serials  Division 


Library  of  Congress 
periodical  division 

WASHINGTON 


THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD  OF  APRIL  15,  1865 


INFORMATION  CIRCULAR 


The  Library  of  Congress  has  an  issue  of  The  New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  1865,  and  a  "Postscript" 
or  extra  for  the  same  date.  Both  are  originals  on  rag  paper,  carry  Whole  no.  10,456  at  the  left  of  the  date 
line,  and  have  double  parallel  lines  both  above  and  below  the  date  line.  The  full  issue  shows  a  water  mark, 
''NEW  YORK  HERALD".  Both  have  in  page  1,  column  1,  the  heading,  "Important.  Assassination  of 
President  Lincoln."  The  last  line  in  this  column  reads,  "  to  and  fro,  and  the  rumors  were  magnified  until 
we  had". 

The  full  issue  has  in  page  1,  column  4,  one-quarter  of  the  way  down  the  column,  the  heading,  "The 
State  Capital",  and  in  column  5,  "The  Rebels.  Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville."  The  Postscript  has  mourning 
rules  between  columns  on  page  1,  and  substitutes  in  column  4,  "The  Latest  News.  Secretary  Stanton  to 
General  Dix.  War  Department,  Washington,  April  15 — 8  A.  M.";  column  5  has  "Postscript.  Saturday, 
April  15—10  A.  M.    Death  of  the  President  !!";  and  in  column  6,  "The  Rebels.    Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville". 

The  Library  also  has  3  different  reprints  of  extras.  Two  of  these  are  on  wood  pulp  paper,  rather  dark 
in  color,  and  of  poor  quality.  Each  has  mourning  rules  between  columns  and  above  and  below  date  line  on 
page  1.  The  last  line  in  column  1  reads,  "ard.  The  President  was  shot  at  Ford's  Theatre."  In  column  4 
appears  "Extra.  8 :  10  A.  M.  New  York,  Saturday,  April  15,  1865.  Death  of  the  President."  In  column 
5,  "The  Rebels.  Jeff.  Davis  at  Danville."  These  two  reprints  have  on  the  inside  pages  advertising  for 
Kitchel's  Liniment  and  Kitchel's  Spavin  Cure,  but  show  differences  in  the  illustrations. 

The  third  reprint  is  on  better  quality  paper  but  has  a  portrait  of  Lincoln  on  page  1,  and  is  misprinted 
"Whole  no.  10,459".  It  has  a  type-page  width  of  15%  inches  which  is  1%  inches  more  than  the  other 
copies.  The  mourning  rules  are  as  in  the  other  reprints.  Page  1,  column  4,  carries  "Extra.  8:10  A.  M. 
New  York,  Saturday,  April  15,  1865.  Death  of  the  President."  This  reprint  has  only  2  pages  instead  of 
4  like  all  the  other  copies,  and  on  the  2cl  page  appears  advertising  for  Grain-0  Coffee. 

In  the  Lincoln  Collection  of  the  Library  is  found  still  another  reprint  (E457.5.N56)  with  title,  A  Relic 
of  the  Rebellion;  or,  What  happened  twenty-six  years  ago,  a  true  copy  of  The  New  York  Herald,  as  pub- 
lished on  the  15th  of  April,  1865,  the  morning  after  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.  New  York, 
J.  H.  Winston,  1891.    69  p.    24cm. 

The  Bulletin  of  the  New  York  Public  Library,  April,  1931,  also  lists  a  reprint  without  advertising,  one 
with  advertising  for  Smith's  Buchu  Lythia  Pills,  and  one  with  advertising  for  Dr.  Archambault's  Paris 
Vital  Sparks. 


U,  S.  GOVERNMENT   PRINTING  OFFICE:  1937 


s 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 
Lincoln  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


717  Rowell  Avenue 
Joliet,  Illinois 
February  1,  1951 


Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  recently  had  an  opportunity  to  look  over  another  copy  of 
the  New  York  Herald  of  1865-   In  trying  to  Identify  it  with 
the  listing  in  your  hack  copy  of  Lincoln  Lore  which  you  so 
kihdly  sent  me,  I  find  that  it  is  different  than  any  of  triose 
you  have  listed.   It  is  not  an  original.   It  is  similar  to 
the  Archambeault  series,  with  a  beardless  Lincoln  on  the 
first  page.   Itt  is  whole  No.  10459 >  on  wood  pulp  paper  co  - 
posfed  of  four  pages.   The  entire  2nd  and  3rd  pages  are  made  up 
of  advertisements  of  the  G-reat  Eastern  Shear  Co.,  with  testi- 
monials dated  1907  and  1908.   Page  4  is  a  complete  advertisement 
of  the  New  Home  Sewing  Machine  Co.. 

Enclosed  is  a  front  page  picture  of  myself  with  my  own 


copy  of  trie  New  York  Herald. 

If  you  think  the  described  copy  of  the  Herald  is  a  reprint 
which  you  did  not  know  01  I  would  appreciate  your  telling  me. 

I  have  also  found  locally  an  original  issue  of the  New  York 
Herald  which  is  the  2:oo  A.  M.  edition. 

Thank  you  again  for  the  pamphlets  you  recently  sent  me. 


Respectfully  your 


harles  W.  Pat mo re 


^  C 

3^ 

• 

April  2,  1951 

Mr.  Charles  W.  Patmore 
717  Rowell  Ave. 
Joliet,  IlllnolB 

My  dear  Mr.  Patmore: 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  reprint  of  the  Rev  Yd 
Ilerald  for  April  15,  1865  carrying  the  advertisement  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Shear  Co.  one  that  we  have  not  recorded  and  we 
are  pleased  to  have  the  Information  which  you  note. 

We  would  be  interested  in  learning  whether  or  not 
your  2:00  A.  M.  edition  of  the  Herald  contains  four  or  eight 
pages. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Director 
LAW:JK 
L.  A.  Warren 

& 


'  £ 


Founded  1866 


CLARK     STREET    BRIDGE,    1856 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL,    SOCIETY    •    North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  ■  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice-President  ■  Garfield  King,  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  and  Director  JUIIG      22,       I960 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

After  several  weeks  I  am  back  to  The  New  York 
Herald.   I  found  it  useless  to  try  to  give  detailed 
information  about  reprints,  and  decided  to  make  our 
sheet  as  short  as  possible — the  proposed  one  will  be 
one  page.   I  believe  the  8-vs .  4-pages  will  satisfy 
most  people;  for  those  who  want  more  we  have  your 
Lincoln  Lore . 

Your  note  concerning  the  possible  4-page  original 
is  followed  by  a  line  concerning  other  editions  with 
such  pagination;  we  have  a  10:00  A.M.  edition  so  num- 
bered. 

Any  corre«tions,  or  additions  that  you  think  are 
important? 

We  have,  by  the  way,  originals  of  the  2  A.M.  and 
3  A.  M.  editions,  but  only  a  variety  of  reprints  of 
the  others . 


Sincerely  yours 


(Miss) /Margaret  Scriven 
IJ      Librarian 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:   Cyrus  H.  Adams  III;  Wm.  McCormick  Blair;  Alfred  Cowles;  James  R.  Getz;  Thomas  R.  Gowenlock;  Garfield  King;  Willard  L.  King;  Thomas  L.  Marshall; 
Andrew  McNally  III;  Mrs.  C.  Phillip  Miller;  Sterling  Morton;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Hermon  Dunlap  Smith;  Theodore  Tieken;  Mrs.  Philip  K.  Wrigley 


ftw^Ud  1816 


,'L»M     ITSflT    •■/DOB.    !•»• 


Tei«pbw»  VIlco***  ->-4*X> 


CHICAGO    HISTOBICAX   SOCIETY   •    **»*«■«  «*  «.r*  H**.****."**' 

Pml  M.  Angle,  Saeritarir  v»d  Dimtor 


July  19.  I960 


v 


/[  ■ 


The  Library  of  Congress 
Periodical  Division 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed  is  an  information  sheet  concerning  TJie  «« ^^ 
Herald  of  April  15,   1865.   which  we  propose  to  multilith  and 

distribute  on  request. 

Two  things  are  not  clear  to  me  concerning  the  papers  and  I 
hope  you  can  answer  my  questions. 

1.     Why  the  -may  have  been-  under  -Note?"     Do  you  know  of 
an  8-page  2  P.  M.   edition? 

?.     We  have  in  our  newspaper's  a  4-page  10  A.  M.   edition 
numbered  111 ,  *.    5.   8.     Is  that  an  origional,   or  was  the 
origional  0  pages? 

I  wish  this  darn  thing  could  be  straightened  out   so  that 
we  could  feel  ve  were  sending  out  accurate  information. 


Sincerely  yours 


0  «Jg 


S", 


c^cj- 


JUL2  5  1960 
RECSIV1B 


(Miss)  M#>garet  Scriven 
Librarian 


AND 
Bi8U0GRWf  DM9QH 

JUL211960 


I  ©J  r*f'#ra«.    Crn-  H.  JUta«.  ni:  Wn>.  MeC«r™k*  BUIr;  AKr*  C 
xmtmm  MattAr  IU;  *.*  C   PUB*  MOtar.  »»■«»>€  *•*■•;  <?*» 


Attratf  f^ —  Qimoi  DunUp  9-**.  Tbwto.  TV*—;  **••  FM*  »-  »«P» 


fhicago  Historical   Society  Horth  Ave.   &   Clark   St.    Chicago    14.    111.      Mi  2-4600 

Ml  MXW  TORI  HERALD 
APRIL  16,    1866 


Tork 


On  the  day  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  death  five  editions  of  The  Meg 
Herald  were  published: 


2  A.M. ,  Regular  lditlon 

3  A.M.,  Special  Edition 
8:10  A.M.,  Mourning  Edition 
10  A.M.,  Reward  Edition 

2  P.M.,  Inaugural  Edition 


(with  Mourning  lines) 
(with  mourning  lines) 
(with  aourning  lines) 


The  first  two  reported  the  condition  of  the  President,  who  was 
still  living.   At  8  A.M.  the  news  of  his  death  was  received.   The 
edition  published  ten  minutes  later,  and  the  two  that  followed,  car* 
ried  heavy  black  aourning  lines  between  the  columns;  theee  lines 
were  used  in  the  paper  through  April  26th. 

It  was  only  the  aourning  rules  that  made  the  papers  spectacular 
(the  full-page  headline  did  not  coae  into  use  until  many  years  later). 
but  the  event  Itself  was  enormous,  and  Interest  in  it  has  never  died. 
It  is  not  strange  that  the  aourning- rule  editions  of  the  Herald  have 
been  reprinted  more  than  sixty  times.  Thousands  of  copies — almost 
no  printing  exactly  like  the  other — have  been  sold  or  distributed  as 
souvenirs.  These  reprints  are  Interesting  for  the  information  they 
carry,  but  have  no  financial  value. 

Two  factors  separate  the  originals  from  the  reprints: 

1.  The  originals  are  printed  on  rag  paper;  the  reprints,  or 
facsimiles,  on  wood  pulp  paper.   (Wood  pulp  paper  has  a  tendency  to 
become  yellowish  and  brittle.) 

2.  The  originals  have  eight  pages;  the  reprints  four.   Mota. 

The  last  (2  P.M.)  edition  may  have  been,  in  the  original,  f dUf  JlagesT" 
however,  these  pages  are  numbered  [l],  4,  5,  8.  The  earlier  editions 
with  that  numbering  are  reprints. 

Reprints  may  also  be  Identified  by  dlfferenoes  in  line  endings, 
in  column  headings,  in  advertisements,  by  printers'  names,  etc. 


[information  from  Lincoln  Lore  (The  Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana),  Mo.  159,  Apr.  24,  1932;  Ho.  576,  Apr.  22,  I960; 
and  No.  1425,  Nov.,  1966.  These  bulletins,  which  contain  detailed 
information  about  reprints,  may  be  seen  at  the  Chicago  Historical 
Society.] 


aJ^JSittL-L 


Y  *  0 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


*   *ft  * 


Reference  Department 
Serial  Division 


July  27,  I960 


V 


fto^ 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

We  have  received  an  inquiry  from  the  Chicago 
Historical  Society  (copy  enclosed)  which  has  started  us 
on  a  re-examination  of  the  question  of  the  editions  of 
the  New  York  Herald  for  April  15,  1865,  In  this  con- 
nection I  have  studied  the  issue  of  Lincoln  Lore  for 
November  1956. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  four  different 
editions  which  I  consider  to  be  originals,  based  upon 
paper  and  typography.  These  are: 

^  2:00  a.m.  "The  State  Capital"  in  column  U,   page  [l] 

V  3:00  a.m.  "The  Latest  News"  in  column  4,  page  [l] 
10:00  a.m.  "Postscript"  in  column  5,  page  LI] 

V  2:00  p.m.  "Extra  ...  2  d^lock  P.M."  in  column 

2,  page  8,  and  "Inauguration  of  Vice 
President  Johnson"  in  column  J+f   page  8. 

The  problems  I  have  encountered  concern  the  10:00  a.m.  and 
2:00  p.m.  editions. 

Our  copy  of  the  10:00  a.m.  edition  has  the 
"Postscript"  heading  with  the  edition  time,  but  it  does 
not  carry  the  reward  statement  in  large  type  in  the 
heading,  as  does  the  2:00  p.m.  edition.  Furthermore, 
the  mourning  rules  surround  only  column  five  and  do  not 
appear  between  the  other  columns  of  the  issue.  Our  copy 
has  the  abbreviated  pagination  of  [l],  4,  5,  and  8. 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


-2- 


July  27,  I960 


Our  copy  of  the  2:00  p.m.  edition  has  the  eight 
pages  which  earlier  editions  carried,  with  the  same  text  as 
earlier  editions  on  pages  2  through  7.  (Your  copy  of  this 
edition  seems  to  have  only  4  pages.)  The  differences  occur 
on  page  8  and  are  described  above.  I  have  compared  our  copy 
with  the  reduced  facsimile  of  your  copy  which  appears  in 
Lincoln  Lore  for  November  1956.  From  what  I  can  determine,  &>** 
they  appear  to  be  the  same,  except  that  our  copy  has  the""' 
word  "BUT"  between  the  lines  "DAGGERED  IN  HIS  BED,  "--and 
"NOT  MORTALLY  WOUNDED."  in  column  1  of  page  [l].  A  further 
problem  with  our  copy  of  this  edition  is  that  the  date  at   —   .  ao*JI 
the  top  of  page  8  reads  "Friday,  April  14,  1865"  instead  of    ^\  wTiffs- 
"Saturday,  April  15,  1865"  which  appears  at  the  top  of  the  M'' 

other  pages  and  which  appeared  at  the  top  of  page  8  in  the     (r*  Y^^f-    ?  ' 
earlier  editions  in  our  collections. 

I  would  very  much  appreciate  it  if  you  could 
compare  your  copies  of  these  two  editions  with  my  descrip- 
tions above  to  see  if  we  can  straighten  out  some  of  these 
problems.  The  matter  of  the  U  page  editions  is  certainly 
baffling,  but  it  may  be  that  they  eliminated  the  adver- 
tising pages  in  copies  which  they  mailed  or  shipped  to 
subscribers  outside  of  New  York.  The  New  York  Times  today, 
for  example,  omits  the  classified  advertisement  sections 
from  the  Sunday  papers  which  they  send  to  Washington. 


Sincerely  yours, 

/^/  cut/'  K-^ \Jj*-^-^-\ 

Paul  L.  Berry     \ 

Chief 

Serial  Division 


Enclosures 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Editor,  Lincoln  Lore 

The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

WASHINGTON  25,  D.  a 


July  27,  I960 


concerning 


Your  10 
d^ubt  an  orig, 

lition  with  i 
AVI."  at  the 

paggs  [lJ^A, 


Dear  Miss  Scriven: 

Ve  have  received  your  letter  of  July 
issues  of  the  New  York  Herald  for  April  15 


We  have  re-examined  our 
Herald  and  have  determined  that 
the  2  p.m.  inauguration  editioj 
This  edition  is  similar  to 
page  8.  This  page  has  sey/ 
"Inauguration  of  Vice  Pre? 
feel  quite  sure  that  our 
comparision  of 
edition  and  with 
of  confusion, 
date  "Friday, 
although  our 
"Saturday,  Ap 
definitely  an  8 

Mm 


of  the 
original  ^eppy  of 
sists  ofNi pa&es. 
ition,  excefe$/xor 

uuing  the 
in  column  4.  We 
iginal,  based  upon 
the  2  a.m.  regular 
£es.  There  is  one  point 
p.m.  edition  has  the 
of  the  page, 
have  the  date 
event,  there  is 
uration  edition  of  the 


which  contains  U  P&gss,  is 
We  have  in  the  Stern  Collection  here 
heading  "Postscript,  Saturday,  April  13, 
of  column  4,  page  [1].  This  edition 
,  and  8.  In  contrast  to  the  description 
tion  which  appears  in  Lincoln  Lore  for 
t   and  our  earlier  belief,  this  edition  does 
not  carry  the  reward  announcement  in  large  type.  It  carries 
mourning  lines  only  around  column  5  of  page  Ll].  (Our  2  p.m. 
edition  has  mourning  lines  between  all  columns.)  Could  you 
describe  for  us  pages  [l]  and  8  of  your  10  a.m.  edition?  To 
help  clarify  this  situation,  I  am  also  writing  to  the  IiJTlffinln 
Lore  editor  to  compare  his  10  a.m.  edition.  (Copy  of  my 
letter  enclosed.) 


MiM  Margaret  Scrl 


-  2  - 


July  27,  1960 


As  a  result  of  our  re-examination  of  our  files, 
we  find  we  oust  revise  our  own  circular  on  this  paper.  A 
corrected  copy  is  enclosed. 

I,  toe,  hope  we  can  straighten  out  the  problems 
of  the  New  York  Herald-  Perhaps  comparisons  of  the  various 
copies  will  help  all  of  us. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Paul  L.  Berry 

Chief 

Serial  Division 

Enclosure 


Miss  Margaret  Scriven 

Librarian 

Chicago  Historical  Society 

North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street 

Chicago  3-4,   Illinois 


INFORMATION  CIRCULAR   12 

(Revised  V&$ 


THE    LIBRARY    OF    CONGRESS 

REFERENCE    DEPARTMENT         •         SERIALS    DIVISION 


The  New  York  Herald 

April  15,  1865 


? 


The  New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  1865,  carried  a  good  account  of  the  assassination  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
for  this  reason  it  has  been  reprinted  many  times.     There  were  five  original  editions  of  the  Herald  for  that  date: 

2:00  a.  m.  Regular  edition.     A  small  caption  "The  State  Capital"  appears  in  the  fourth  column. 

3:00  a.  m.  Special  edition.     "The  Latest  News"  in  fourth  column. 

8: 10  a.  m.  Mourning  edition.     "Death  of  the  President"  in  fourth  column  under  headline  "Extra." 

10:00  a.  m. {Reward/edition.     "Postscript"  in  fifth  column  offers  $10,000  reward  for  assassins. 

2:00  p.  m.  Inauguration  edition.     "Inauguration  of  Vice  President  Johnson"  in  fourth  column.^  .       ft*"\^- 


Original  copies  are  most  easily  distinguished  by  the  type  of  paper 
and  the  numbering  of  the  pages.     Originals  are  printed  on  rag  paper ,  whereas 
most  reprints  are  on  wood  pulp  paper,  rather  dark  in  color  and  of  poor 
quality.     Most  of  the  original  issues  have  «3 pjht  nilfffilifflVitil  £&£&£  (some  oopies 
of  the  late  editions  have  four  pages  numbered  Ll],  U,  5,  and  8),  whereas 
reprints  have  two  or  four  unnumbered  pages.     Such  reprints  have  small 
monetary  value. 

The  Library  of  Congress  has  originals  of  the  2:00  a.m.  regular 
edition,  the  3t00  a.m.  special  edition,  the  10:00  a.m,  edition  (with  four 
pages  numbered  [l],  U9   5,  and  8)  and  the  2  p.m.  Inauguration  edition.  Both 
the  2:00  a.m.  and  the  8:10  a.m.  editions  have  been  reprinted.  The  Library 
has  13  different  reprints  of  the  8:10  a.m.  edition  and  one  reprint  of  the 
2:00  a.m.  regular  edition.  Some  of  the  reprints  include  a  portrait  of 
President  Lincoln  on  the  first  page;  many  include  large  advertisements  on 
the  inside  pages  for  such  items  as  Smith's  Buohu  Lythia  Pills,  Dr. 
Archambault's  Paris  Vital  Sparks,  or  Grain-0  Coffee, 


I 


U     s     GOVCBNUCNT    re    MING    OFFICE     l«S5 


August  3,  I960 


Mr.  Paul  L.  Berry,  Chief 
Serial  Division 
Reference  Department 
The  Library  of  Congress 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 


Dear  Mr.  Berry: 


Be j  Hew  York  Herald 
April  15,  1865 


We  have  three  original  copies 
They  are: 


I  have  your  letter  of  July  27th. 
of  the  Hew  York  Herald  for  April  15,  1865. 

2:00  a  .is.  edition 
3:00  a  .is.  edition 
2:00  p.m.  edition 

lou  state  that  you  have  encountered  some  problems  concerning 
the  10:00  a.m.  and  2:00  p.m.  editions.  I  cannot  help  you  in  any  way  in 
reference  to  the  10:00  a.m.  edition.  Our  copy  of  the  2:00  p.m.  edition 
has  four  numbered  pages  (1),  4,  5  &  8.  Our  copy  has  the  word  BButn.  For 
some  reason  the  word  does  not  appear  in  the  cut  of  the  newspaper  reproduced 
in  the  November,  1956,  Lincoln  Lore.  The  word  "But"  is  badly  mutilated  in 
our  copy.  The  Foundation  copy  of  the  2:00  p.m.  edition  carries  the  date  on 
page  8  as  follows:  "April  14,,  1865*.  It  appears  that  the  Foundations 
2:00  p.m.  edition  is  similar  to  the  Congressional  Library  2:00  p.m.  edition 
except  in  the  number  of  pages. 

In  compiling  information  for  the  November,  1956,  (Ho.  1425) 
Lincoln  Lore  I  had  to  use  notes  and  miscellaneous  information  that  I  could 
find  relative  to  the  8:10  and  10:00  a.m.  editions.  I  was  unable  to  work 
with  the  original  editions  of  the  two  above  mentioned  newspapers.  However, 
we  do  have  practically  all  of  the  sixty-one  reprints. 

lours  sincerely, 


RGM:hw 


R.  Gerald  McHurtry 


THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


*  **  S 


Reference  Department 
Serial  Division 


August  5,  I960 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  August  3  concerning 
the  New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  1865.  I  am  pleased  to 
have  confirmation  that  the  peculiarity  of  date  on  page  8 
which  occurred  in  our  copy  of  the  2:00  p.m.  edition  also 
appears  in  your  copy. 

I  am  having  photostatic  copies  prepared  of  page 
[l]  of  the  10:00  a.m.  edition.  Within  the  next  week  or 
so  I  shall  send  one  of  these  to  you  for  your  files. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Paul  L.  Berry 

Chief 

Serial  Division 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life 

Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Founded  1856 


CLASK    STHEET    BRIDGE,    1856 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL,    SOCIETY    •    North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  •  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice- President  ■  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III,  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  and  Director  AUgUSt      17  ,       I960 


/ 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Between  you  and  me  and  Mr.  Berry  of  the  Library 
of  Congress  I  hope  we  can  straighten  out  the  New  York 
Herald  of  April  15,  I865.   Enclosed  is  my  try  at  sepa- 
rating the  good  from  the  bad;  maybe  you  can  add  and 
correct. 

You  will  see  that  I  have  added  a  3:30  P.M.  edition 
I  suspect  you  have  the  same  in  your  "10  A.M."  edition 
as  shown  in  Lincoln  Lore,  November,  19 56.   On  page  8, 
col.  1,  the  following  appears:   "Extra.   Saturday, 
April  15,  3:30  o'Clock  P.M;"  d.  1  still  carries  the 
10  A.M.  hour. 

The  10  A.M.  edition  we  have  is  like  one  owned  by 
the  Library  of  Congress,  with  mourning  lines  on  col,  5 
only,  and  no  Reward  notice.   Shouldn't  this  one  have  a 
new  name,  and  the  3:30  P.M.  be  called  the  Reward  edi- 
tion? What  do  you  suggest? 


Sincerely  yours 


"Cjvo0^U^\ 


(Miss)  /K§^*Saret  Scriven 
Librarian 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III;  Wm.  McCormick  Blair;  John  Jay  Borland;  Alfred  Cowles;  James  R.  Getz;  Thomas  R.  Gowenlock;  Willard  L.  King;  Thomas  L. 
Marshall;  Andrew  McNally  III;  Mrs.  C.  Phillip  Miller;  Sterling  Morton;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Hermon  Dunlap  Smith;  Theodore  Tieken;  Mrs.  Philip  K.  Wrigley 


CHICAGO   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  August  17,  I960,  page  2 


New  York  Herald,  April  15,  I865 


f  ,V£j  v  2  A.M.   Regular  ed.   Original,  8pp.   We  have  this. 
V^'3  A.M.   Special  ed.   Original,  8pp.   We  have  this. 


c 


8:10  A.M.  Mourning  ed.  What  originals  are  known?  We  have 
only  reprints,  some  with  portrait  of  Lincoln, 
some  without. 


10  A.M. 


ed.   Original,  8pp.,  or  4op.  numbered 

[1],  4,  5,  8.     We  have  ^pp/ed. 


g* 


^  2  P.M. 


Inaugural  ed.   Original,  8pp.,  or  4pp.  numbered 
[1],  4,  5»  8.  What  originals  are  known? 
We  have  neither  originals  nor  reprints. 


3:30  P.M.   Reward  ed.   Original,  4pp.  numbered  [1],  4,  5,  $ 
We  have  this.    This  is  still  given  on  page  1 
as  10  A.M.,  but  on  page  8,  col.  1,  there  is 
the  3:30  P.  M.  Extra. 


Founded  1856 


CLARK    STREET    BRIDGE,    1S56 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL,    SOCIETY    •    North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  •  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  ■  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice-President  ■  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III,  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  and  Director  , 

September  7,  i960 


Mr.  R.  Gersld  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  concerning  the  Nei^r  York  Herald, 
April  15,  1365.   It  would  be  a  favor  if  you  woul \   have  your 
2  P.M.  origional  photostated  for  us  in  its  entirety:   Please 
bill  us. 

We  have  no  copy  of  this  edition,  even  in  reprint,  and 
would  like  to  have  one  to  show  to  people  who  cone  in  with 
reprints.  If  we  have  the  whole  paper  we  can  also  answer 
Mr.  Berry's  question  concerning  the  date  on  page  eight  — 
the  Library  of  Congress  copy  on  page  eight  is  dated  Friday, 
April  Ik.     Confusion,  confusion. 

When  I  have  this  information  concerning  pages  and  date 
I'm  going  to  make  a  tabulation  of  all  editions,  and  send 
copies  to  you,  to  Washington,  to  New  York,  and  to  Boston, 
hoping  to  find  origionals  of  all  of  them.  To  date  I  know 
of  no  origional  8:10  edition. 


Si/icerely  yours 

(Miss)/Margaret  Scriven 
Librarian 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III;  Wm.  McCormick  Blair;  John  Jay  Borland;  Alfred  Cowles;  James  R.  Getz;  Thomas  R.  Gowenlock;  Willard  L.  King;  Thomas  L. 
Marshall;  Andrew  McNally  III;  Mrs.  C  Phillip  Miller;  Sterling  Morton;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Hermon  Dunlap  Smith;  Theodore  Tieken;  Mrs.  Philip  K.  Wrigley 


September  8,  I960 


Mies  Margaret  Scriven,  Librarian 
Chicago  Historical  Society- 
North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street 
Chicago  H,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Scriven: 

We  are  sendirif  you  a  photostat  of  the  2  p.m.  edition  of  the 
New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  1865. 

As  the  photostat  indicates  the  (front,  At  5  &  8)  2  ...ra.  edition 
is  in  bad  condition,  even  though  the  original  is  printed  on  rag  paper. 


1865. 


You  will  note  that  on  page  eight  the  date  is  Friday,  April  14, 


We  will  make  no  charges  for  this  photostat.     However,  we  would 
like  for  you  to  send  us  a  photostat  of  your  3»30  p.m.  edition. 

lours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  Kcl-<urtry 


RGW:hw 
enc. 


folarA •  Street 


•e/tHC  an 


Unifsiao  /*/,  <-yutno(J 


I /«  raa nt tMrrwen/,  u*/*rar 


November  19,  1962 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Will  you  be  good  enough  to  read 
the  enclosed  pages  and  see  if  ray  Facts 
are  Facts?  Any  suggestions  would  be 
welcomed. 

I  expect  to  describe  the  original 
editions  of  the  Herald,  at  least  in 
enough  detail  so"  that  each  can  be  iden- 
tified; a  few  people  may  be  interested. 
Meanwhile,  we  need  something  to  send 
out.   Everyone  owns  that  8:10,  and  wants 
us  to  make  an  offer  for  it. 

/Sincerely  yourT  % 

(Miass)  Margaret  Scriven 
//    Librarian 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 

NORTH  AVENUE  AND  CLARK  STREET 

CHICAGO  14,  ILLINOIS 

Michigan  2-4600 


THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD,  APRIL  15,   1865 


On  April  15,  1865,  the  day  Abraham  Lincoln  died,  five  issues  of  The  New 
York  Herald  were  published:  2  A.M. ,  3  A.M. ,  10  A.M. ,  2  P.M. ,  and  3:30  P.M. 
All  were  on  the  soft,    off-white  rag  paper  of  the  period.     The  first  two  issues 
had  eight  pages;  the  others,  four — pages  2-3  and  6-7,  chiefly  classified  adver- 
tisements, were  omitted.     The  2  A.  M.  and  3  A.  M.  editions  carried  news  of 
the  tragic  event  at  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  before,    and  the  condition  of  the 
President;  the  10  A.  M.    edition,    and  the  subsequent  ones,  reported  Lincoln's 
death,  the  inauguration  of  Johnson,    and  erroneously,    the  capture  of  Booth. 
Beginning  with  the  10  A.  M.  edition,  black  mourning  lines  were   used. 

The  first  paper  of  the  day — the  2  A.M.  one — was  reprinted  several  years 
later  on  pulp  paper.    The  advertisements  were  omitted,  and  black  mourning 
rules  were  added.    This  reprint  is  not  commonly  seen. 

THE  8:10  A.  M.  EDITION 

It  is  still  another  "edition,  "  one  not  mentioned  above,  that  is  owned  by 
thousands  of  persons  throughout  the  country.    The  hour  of  publication  is  given, 
in  column  four  of  the  first  page,  as  8:10  A.M.    The  column  is  headed  "Extra," 
and  the  President's  death  is  briefly  reported. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  was  an  Extra  published  at  about  this 
time.    Lincoln  died  at  7:22  that  morning,  a  telegram  was  sent  from  Washington 
to  New  York  at  7:30  and  was  received  in  New  York  shortly  before  8  A.  M.    The 
news  of  the  President's  death  had  been  expected  for  hours,  and  it  could  be 
supposed  that  type  was  kept  ready  for  a  new  edition,  space  left  only  for  the 
announcement.    When  the  news  did  come,  the  "Extra"  could  have  been  set 
immediately,  the  presses  started,  and  the  papers,  still  wet,  could  have  been 
on  the  streets  at  8:10,  or  shortly  thereafter.    Reasonable  or  no,  there  is  no 
direct  evidence  to  show  that  there  was  a  printing  between  3  A.  M.  and  10  A.  M. 

It  is  possible  that  this  "edition"  was  first  made  up  to  be  sold  as  a  souvenir 
at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.    The  gen- 
eral news  was  copied  from  the  2  A.  M.  edition,  and  the  "Extra"  and  black 
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mourning  rules  were  added.    Once  begun,  there  seemed  to  be  no  end — more 
than  sixty  different  printings  are  known.    All  have  mourning  rules;  most  con- 
sist of  four  pages,  others  of  two;  some  have  a  picture  of  Lincoln  on  the  front 
page,  others  do  not;  some  carry  the  printer's  name  and  the  date  of  publication, 
others  do  not. . . .    Many  of  them  are  unashamedly  advertising  pieces.    The 
front  page  is  left  intact,  as  well  as  portions  of  other  pages,  but  such  products 
as  liniment,  catarrh  cures,  pills,  and  coffee,  with  illustrations  and  testimoni- 
als, take  up  considerable  space.   One  advertiser,  who  printed  the  paper  in  1889 
and  again  in  1900,  stated  that  copies  would  be  sent  to  those  who  asked  for  them 
at  one  cent  each. 

It  is  doubtful  that  the  issue  was  ever  printed  with  the  intent  to  deceive,  but 
many  people  who  come  across  it  now,  seeing  the  date  April  15,  1865,  and  the 
news  of  Lincoln's  death,  believe  it  to  be  genuine  and  valuable. 

This  is  not  the  case.   Almost  all  the  copies  found  today  are  printed  on  che^D, 
wood-pulp  paper — a  dead  give  away.    Pulp  paper  was  not  known  until  about  1870, 
and  most  newspapers  did  not  begin  to  use  it  until  about  1875.    Pulp  copies  are 
discolored,  break  easily  at  the  folds,  and  crumble  at  the  edges.   Advertisements 
of  firms  that  were  not  in  existence  in  1865,  and  dated  testimonials,  are  other 
evidences  of  later  publication. 

As  of  March,  1963,  despite  extensive  search,  no  original  of  the  8;10  has 
been  found.    The  copies  so  commonly  owned  today  are  interesting  as  souvenirs, 
but  have  no  commercial  value. 

HOWEVER 

It  took  130  years  to  find  an  original  copy  of  another  newspaper  that  was  often 
reprinted.     This  was  the  issue  of  The  Ulster  County  Gazette  (Kingston,  N.  Y. ) 
that  reported  Washington's  death.    It  is  dated  January  4,  1800;  the  first  of  two 
known  originals  was  discovered  in  1930. 

It  is  scarcely  98  years  since  The  New  York  Herald  reported  Lincoln's  death. 
It  may  be  that  an  original  8:10  A.  M.  will  come  out  of  hiding  sometime. 


March,  1963 


November  21,   1962 


Miss  Margaret  Scriven 

Librarian 

Chicago  Historical  Society 

North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street 

Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Scriven: 

I  have  studied  your  article,  "New  Tork  Herald. 
April  15,  1865",  with  a  great  deal  of  interest. 

I  an  a  little  startled  by  your  statement  that 
there  was  no  8:10  A.M.  edition.  Of  course,  we  all  know  that  no 
original  copy  has  ever  been  discovered.  T  think  your  explanation 
for  the  fake  (Philadelphia  Centennial  Exposition,  1376)  is  a  good 
reason  to  doubt  that  an  8:10  A.M.  edition  ever  existed. 

You  have  made  an  exhaustive  study  of  this  news- 
paper and  I  find  no  reason  to  take  exception  to  any  of  your 
statements • 

Since  1931  I  have  never  seen  an  original  copy 
of  the  New  York  Herald  (any  edition)  offered  for  sale. 


it  is  published. 


I  would  like  to  get  a  copy  of  your  paper  once 


Sincerely  yours, 


RCM:rh 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


Founded  1856 


CLARK    STREET    BRIDGE,    1856 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY    •    North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago  14,  Illinois 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  ■  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice-President  ■  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III,  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  and  Director 

March  21,  1965 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Already  the  piece  on  The  New  York  Herald.  April  15,  1865,  needs 
emendation.  Nothing  to  do  with  the  8:10  A.M.,  and  probably  of  im- 
portance only  to  experts  like  you. 

Correction,  par.  1 — I  say  that  all  editions  after  the  2  A.M.  and 
5  A.M.  had  four  pages.  In  reading  over  my  correspondence  I  find  that 
the  Library  of  Congress  has  a  2  P.M..  on  rag,  that  has  eight  pages. 
My  guess  is  that  the  8-page-with-ads  was  circulated  in  the  city,  and 
that  the  4-page-minus-ads  served  as  a  news  extra,  and  was  the  one  that 
was  sent  out  of  town. 

Addition,  par.  1— it  would  have  been  better  if  I  had  stated  that 
there  were  two  10  A.M.  editions.  One  carried  a  reward  notice  and 
the  other  did  not. 

On  page  two— -I  can  be  explicit  about  the  Herald ' s  use  of  wood 
pulp  paper,  thanks  to  an  article  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  (v.  55,  no.  10,  Oct.,  1929;  Herald  p.  7^5,7^77!  We 
only  recently  bought  a  back  file  of  this,  and  I  had  not  seen  the 
article  on  newspaper  use  of  pulp  paper.  The  Herald  used  part  pulp 
first  on  Dec.  51,  18?^,  and  then  a  mixture  until  1882,  after  which 
only  pulp  was  used. 

Detail,  detail I  No  need  to  answer. 


S  ffic  erely  yours ,  /■     • 
^tl^£Uu>^tcy     O0LL4 


CUJC^ 


(Miss/) /Margaret  Scriven 
LibraxrLan 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

BOARD  OF  TRUSrEE&'Qto£fey£&t*B  Itr^Bo^P^lair;  John  Jay  Borland;  Harold  H.  Corbin,  Jr.;  Emmett  Dedmon;  James  R.  Getz;  Willard  L.  King;  Thomas  L. 
Marshall;  Andrew  McNally  III;  Mrs.  C.  Phillip  Miller;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Hermon  Dunlap  Smith;  Theodore  Tieken;  Mrs.  Philip  K.  Wrigley 


CHICAGO    HISlNORTCAL    SOCIETY 

NORTH  AVENUE  AND  CLARK  STREET 
CHICAGO' 'U,  ILLINOIS 

Ichigan  2-4600 
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THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD,  APRIL  15,  1865 
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On  April  15,  1865,  the  day  Abraham  Lincoln  died,  five  issues  of  The  New 
York  Herald  were/ptiblished:  2  A.M.,  3  A.M.,  10  A.M.,  2  P.M.,  and  3:30  P.M. 
All  were  on  the  »6ft,    off-white  r^g^paper  of  the  period,     Thefirst  two  issues  ' 
/v^iyA  -had  eight  paces* the  other^four--pages  2-3  and  6-7,^chiefly  classified  adver- 
tisementsiTwere  omitted.     The  2  A.M.  and  3  A.M.  editions  carried  news  of 
the  tragic  event  at  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  before,    and  the  condition  of  the 
President;  the  10  A.M.   edition.^and  the  subsequent  ones,  reported  Lincoln's 
death,  the  inauguration  of  JohnsonT^and-dcronfiQusly,    the  capture  of  Booth. 
Beginning  with  the  10  A.  M.  edition,  black  mourning  lines  were    us 


The  first  paper  of  the  day — the  2  A.  M.  one — was  reprinted  several  years 
later  on  pulp  paper.    The  advertisements  were  omitted,  and  black  mourning 
rules  were  added.    This  reprint  is  not  commonly  seen. 

THE  8:10  A.M.  EDITION 

It  is  still  another  "edition,  "  one  not  mentioned  above,  that  is  owned  by 
thousands  of  persons  throughout  the  country.    The  hour  of  publication  is  given, 
in  column  four  of  the  first  page,  as  8:10  A.M.    The  column  is  headed  "Extra," 
and  the  President's  death  is  briefly  reported. 

It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  was  an  Extra  published  at  about  this 
time.    Lincoln  died  at  7:22  that  morning,  a  telegram  was  sent  from  Washington 
to  New  York  at  7:30  and  was  received  in  New  York  shortly  before  8  A.  M.    The 
news  of  the  President's  death  had  been  expected  for  hours,  and  it  could  be 
supposed  that  type  was  kept  ready  for  a  new  edition,  space  left  only  for  the 
announcement.    When  the  news  did  come,  the  "Extra"  could  have  been  set 
immediately,  the  presses  started,  and  the  papers,  still  wet,  could  have  been 
on  the  streets  at  8:10,  or  shortly  thereafter.    Reasonable  or  no,  there  is  no 
direct  evidence  to  show  that  there  was  a  printing  between  3  A.  M.  and  10  A.  M. 


>\ 


tkz. 


p,  'f\ 


It  is  possible  that  this  "edition"  was  first  made  up  to  be  sold  as  a  souvenir 
at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1876.    The  gen- 
eral news  was  copied  from  the  2  A.  M.  edition,  and  the  "Extra"  and  black 


•       l 
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mourning  rules  were  added.    Once  begun,  there  seemed  to  be  no  end — more 
than  sixty  different  printings  are  known.    All  have  mourning  rules;  most  con- 
sist of  four  pages,  others  of  two;  some  have  a  picture  of  Lincoln  on  the  front 
page,  others  do  not;  some  carry  the  printer's  name  and  the  date  of  publication, 
others  do  not. . . .    Many  of  them  are  unashamedly  advertising  pieces.    The 
front  page  is  left  intact,  as  well  as  portions  of  other  pages,  but  such  products 
as  liniment,  catarrh  cures,  pills,  and  coffee,  with  illustrations  and  testimoni- 
als, take  up  considerable  space.   One  advertiser,  who  printed  the  paper  in  1889 
and  again  in  1900,  stated  that  copies  would  be  sent  to  those  who  asked  for  them 
at  one  cent  each. 


It  is  doubtful  that  the  issue  was  ever  printed  with  the  intent  to  deceive,  but 
many  people  who  come  across  it  now,  seeing  the  date  April  15,  1865,  and  the 
news  of  Lincoln's  death,  believe  it  to  be  genuine  and  valuable. 


This  is  not  the  case.   Almost  all  th^'copies  found  today  are  printed  on  cheap, 
wood-pulp  paper — a  dead  give  away. f  Pulp  papemtas  not  known  until  about  1878, 
and  most  newspapers  did  not  begin  to  use  it  until  about  1875.    Pulp  copies  are 
discolored,  break  easily  at  the  folds,  and  crumble  at  the  edges.   Advertisements 
of  firms  that  were  not  in  existence  in  1865,  and  dated  testimonials,  are  other 
evidences  of  later  publication. 


As  of  March,  1963,  despite  extensive  search,  no  original  of  the  8:10  has 
been  found.    The  copies  so  commonly  owned  today  are  interesting  as  souvenirs, 
but  have  no  commercial  value. 

HOWEVER 


It  took  130  years  to  find  an  original  copy  of  another  newspaper  that  was  often 
reprinted.     This  was  the  issue  of  The  Ulster  County  Gazette  (Kingston,  N.Y. ) 
that  reported  Washington's  death.    It  is  dated  January  4,  1800;  the  first  of  two 
known  originals  was  discovered  in  1930. 

It  is  scarcely  98  years  since  The  New  York  Herald  reported  Lincoln's  death. 
It  may  be  that  an  original  8:10  A.  M.  will  come  out  of  hiding  sometime. 


°\ 
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March,  1963 


^ 
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July  24,  1964 

Miss  Margaret  Scrlven 

Librarian 

Chicago  Historical  Society 

North  Avenue  at  Clark  Street 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Dear  Miss  Sc riven: 

Will  you  give  me  penaission  to  publish  your  bulletin  on  The 
New  York  Herald  which  I  have  incorporated  into  the  enclosed  Lincoln 
Lore  article 7 

We  are  constantly  plagued  with  letters  from  people  wishing  to 
sell  us  reprints.  If  we  could  publish  the  enclosed  information,  it 
might  help  us  put  people  straight  about  what  constitutes  <m  origi- 
nal and  a  reprint. 

You  will  note  that  I  have  incorporated  your  emendation  which 
you  sent  me  in  a  letter  dated  "arch  21,  196"}, 

If  you  give  me  permission  to  use  your  r.sterial,  I  would  be 
perfectly  willing  for  you  to  make  any  changes  or  suggestions  that 
you  think  would  improve  the  article. 

Hoping  to  hear  from  you  in  regard  to  this  matter,  I  remain 

Toora  sincerely, 


RGM/rph 


R.  Gerald  "c-urtry 


^Aj^Ju^t   OlUJU*  i^^J^  u^ 


Owje. 


^  /u    cw-M-j   c^Ldfef    <^>4? 


^-"WV 


)Xm   aI  '^huuJl  ir  h-^  ^^ 


'^>_W 
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Founded  1856 


CLARK     STREET    BRIDGE,    18S6 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL,    SOCIETY'   North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  6061 4 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  ■  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice-President  ■  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III,  Treasurer 
Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary  and  Director 

July  28,  1964 


Dear  Mr,  McMurtryx 

Certainly  you  may  use  the  Herald  piece.  Your  changes 
and  additions  are  fine. 

The  question  people  naturally  ask  is  "How  can  I  find 
out  whether  my  copy  is  on  rag  or  t>ulp?n  Perhaps  I 
should  have  put  in  a  line  about  taking  the  copy  to  a 
person  who  can  distinguish  between  the  two,  but  who  is 
that  person,  California  to  New  York?  When  I  have  obvi- 
ously not  persuaded  a  person  that  his  paper  was  published 
after  1865 »  I  suggest  that  he  take  it  to  Ralph  Newman, 
Oat  of  this  area,  I  suggest  that  the  copy  be  shown  to  a 
dealer  in  manuscripts  {hew  many  of  them  know  rag  from  pulp?), 
a  paper  maker,  or  to  the  newspaper  division  of  a  large 
library.  Not  very  satisfactory,  but  the  best  I  can  do. 

Most  of  our  recent  inquirers  have  been  easily  per- 
suaded, but  one  couple  was  not  going  to  be  taken  in,  I 
had  to  admit  that  the  copy  they  had  was  on  better  paper 
than  most,  but  I  did  not  like  the  color,  or  the  looks 
of  the  breaks  in  the  folds.  Finally  the  man  said,  "You 
seem  to  think  this  is  on  that  pulp  stuff."  "I  believe  it 
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is,"  said  I,  "but  I  am  no  expert  on  paper.  Why  don't 
you  show  it  to  someone  else?"  This  he  had  already  done, 
and  was  now  going  to  have  the  paper  tested  chemically — 
"I  know  this  is  the  real  thing."  I  called  Harold  Tribolet, 
and  found  that  the  charge  would  be  about  $45.  "O.K." 
said  the  man.  I  gave  him  the  name,  address,  and  telephone 
number,  and  have  heard  nothing  since. 

I  hoped  it  was  the  real  thing,  so  we  would  all  have 
something  to  go  by. 


^Sincerely  yours 

(Miss)^argaret  Scriven 
Librarian 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


EDWIN  KIESTERjr 
Managing  Editor 


Parade  Publications,  Inc.      ♦       TN  7-1100 
733  Third  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y.  10017 


October  12,  1966 


Mr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

I  do  indeed  have  your  article,  "Collector's 
Item,"  which  we  hope  we  will  run  at  about 
the  time  of  Lincoln's  birthday.   One  of  our 
editors  will  be  in  touch  with  you  if  there 
are  any  questions  before  that. 


Sincerely., 


>. 


y 


^&a  -  k 


Edwin   Kiester,    jr. 


EK: amm 


February  17,  1967 


Mr.  Edwin  Keister,  Jr. 

Managing  Editor 

PARADE 

Parade  Publi cat ions,  Inc. 

733  Third  Street 

New  York,  New  York  10017 

Bear  Mr.  Keister: 

I  was  sorry  to  discover  last  Sufaday  (February  12th)  that  my 
article  "The  New  York  Herald  -  April  15,  1865  -  A  Collector's  I ten" 
did  not  appear  in  PARADE. 

I  have  conclmded  that  you  have  decided  to  include  it  in  PARADE 
on  Sunday,  April  16th  which  is  a  much  more  appropriate  date  Sir  the 
article  than  Lincoln's  birthday. 

I  enclose  a  Xerox  copy  of  your  letter  to  me  on  October  12th 
regarding  the  article. 

Yours  sincerely, 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


RGMfcmvr 
Enclosure 


I*A  JE^^5LI3  JES 

Parade  Publicati 

ons, 

Inc. 

<•       867- 

1100 

EDWIN  RrESTER.jr 

733  Third  Avenue, 

New  York, 

N.  Y.  10017 

Managing  Editor 

February  24,  1967 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 


We  have  indeed  posponed  your  Lincoln  article. 
It  seemed  to  get  squeezed  out  in  the  press  of 
other  matters  here.   April  14  as  you  suggest 
would  be  a  good  time  to  do  it,  and  we  will 
keep  it  in  mind  for  that. 


Sincerely, 


Edwin  Kiester,  jr. 
EK: amm 


The  New  York  Herald  -  April  15,   I865 
A  Collector's  Item 

By 

R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 

of 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


Do  you  have  in  your  attic  or  basement  a  copy  of  a  newspaper  called 
The  New  York  Herald  dated  April  15,  1865?  Many  people  do,  because  that 
paper's  coverage  of  the  assassination  and  death  of  President  Abraham  Lincoln 
provided  the  reader  with  some  of  the  most  sensational  news  stories  ever  re- 
ported in  the  history  of  American  journalism.  Perhaps  no  other  newspaper  has 
been  so  avidly  collected  and  so  carefully  preserved. 

Never  before  had  United  States  citizens  read  of  the  assassination  of 
a  President,  and  such  shocking  titles  in  boldface  type  as  "Death  of  The 
President,"  "Secretary  Seward  Daggered  In  His  Bed"  and  "Ten  Thousand  Dollars 
Reward  Offered  For  The  Arrest  Of  the  Assassin"  plunged  the  nation  into  a  state 
of  mass  hysteria.  Although  our  citizenry  had  been  conditioned  by  startling 
newspaper  accounts  of  Civil  War  battles,  the  people  were  hardly  prepared  for 
such  dreadful  news  as  the  assassination  of  the  President. 

Most  of  the  existing  copies  of  The  New  York  Herald  of  April  15,  I865 
are  cheap  reprints  — many  not  worth  the  paper  they  are  printed  on.  A  quick, 
but  not  infallible,  guide  to  authenticity  lies  in  the  physical  condition  of 
the  newspaper.  If  its  pages  are  yellow  and  discolored,  break  easily  at  the 
folds,  crumble  at  the  edges  and  are  quite  brittle,  it  is  a  so-called  new 
wood  pulp  product.  If  its  sheets  are  of  soft,  off-white  rag  paper,  it  is  in 
all  probability  gtnffttof 


(New  York  Herald  -  page  2) 


The  New  York  Herald  used  part  pulp  paper  as  early  as  December  31, 
1874  and  then  a  mixture  until  1882,  after  which  only  pulp  paper  was  used. 
Some  sixty  different  reprints  of  the  famous  April  15  edition  of  this  news- 
paper, on  oulp  paper  dating  from  the  1870s,  have  been  collected  and  cata- 
loged. Some  issues  are  facsimiles  with  an  exact  reproduction  of  the 
original  text,  while  others  are  produced  from  newly  set  type  and  vary  both 
in  text  and  number  of  columns. 

Nearly  all  of  the  original  editions  are  made  up  into  eight  pages, 
whereas  most  of  the  reprints  are  of  four  pages.  However,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  the  original  eight  page  issues  with  ads  were  circulated  in 
New  York  City,  and  that  the  four  page  issues  without  ads  served  as  a  news 
extra,  and  were  sent  out  of  the  city. 

In  most  cases  pages  2  and  3  of  the  reprints  carry  advertising  copy 
of  political  parties,  mercantile  establishments,  horse-drawn  carriage  manu- 
facturers, cigar  and  tobacco  firms,  Railroad  lines,  land  speculators  and 
patent  medicine  companies  with  their  usual  claims  backed  up  by  numerous 
testimonials.  Some  of  these  reprinted  issues  unabashedly  carry  the  dates  of 
the  1880s,  1890s  and  1900s  in  their  advertisements.  Many  of  these  firms  were 
not  even  in  existence  in  the  year  I865. 

Some  advertisers  offered  to  sell  The  New  York  Herald  reprints  at  one 
cent  a  copy;  one  printing  concern  had  for  sale  in  the  1930s  a  railroad  car- 
load of  Herald  reprints  which  it  offered  to  prospective  clients.  Many  of 
the  reprints  found  today  shamelessly  carry  on  their  front  pages  pictures 
(both  beardless  and  bearded)  of  the  President,  even  though  no  cuts  or  illustra- 
tions appeared  in  the  original  editions. 

The  New  York  Herald,  edited  by  James  Gordon  Bennett,  appeared  in  five 
different  editions  on  April  15,  I865.  The  various  editionsare  designated  as 


(Now  lork  Herald  -  page  3) 


2  A.M.,  3  A.M.,  10  A.M.,  2  P.M.,  and  3:30  P.M.  The  news  stories  vary,  but 
pertain  to  the  tragic  event  at  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  before,  the  condition 
of  the  President,  the  reward  notice,  the  President's  death,  thy  inauguration 
of  Andrew  Johnson  as  the  Seventeenth  President  and  the  erroneous  information 
relative  to  the  capture  of  John  Wilkes  Booth.  Beginning  with  the  10  A.M. 
edition,  black  mourning  lines  were  used. 

All  the  issues  were  printed  on  the  soft,  off-white  rag  paper  of  the 
period.  It  is  of  interest  to  point  out  that  while  all  of  the  above-mentioned 
original  issues  are  extant,  no  institution  or  private  collector  owns  the 
complete  run.  Original  copies  are  to  be  found  in  the  larger  Lincoln  collec- 
tions.and  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation ^he  Chicago  Historical  Society 
and  the  Library  of  Congress  have  issued  bulletins  from  time  to  time  attempting 
to  collate  the  characteristic  differences  of  the  five  original  editions  to 
enable  the  collector  to  determine  whether  or  not  he  owns  a  genuine  issue. 

Thousands  of  persons  throughout  the  country  possess  still  another 
"edition"  not  mentioned  above.   It  is  called  the  8:10  A. II.  issue.  The  general 
news  incorporated  into  this  issue  was  copied  from  the  2  A.M.  edition.  The 
column  headed  "Extra"  was  added,  and  the  President's  death  is  briefly  reported. 
While  there  is  no  reason  why  such  an  issue  should  not  have  been  printed,  no 
original  of  the  8:10  A.M.  has  been  discovered. 

It  is  believed  that  the  8:10  A.M.  edition  was  made  up  to  be  sold  at 
the  Centennial  Exposition  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia  in  I876.  With  no 
intent  to  deceive,  this  fake  issue  was  sold  in  great  quantities,  and  today 
when  people  secure  these  pulp  paper  copies  dated  April  15i  1365»  they  believe 
the  newspaper  to  be  genuine  and  valuable.  Of  course,  one  of  these  days,  an 
original  rag  paper  3:10  A.M.  edition  may  come  out  of  hiding. 
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The  question  is  often  asked,  "How  can  I  find  out  whether  or  not  my 
copy  of  The  New  York  Herald  is  printed  on  rag  or  pulp,  Perhaps,  if  you  will 
take  your  newspaper  to  a  paper  maker,  a  newspaper  published,  a  public  library 
or  a  stationery  store,  your  question  may  be  answered.  If  you  own  a  reprint, 
it  may  be  worth  as  much  as  fifty  cents.  If  you  have  an  original  on  rag 
paper,  it  may  be  worth  one  hundred  dollars. 


From  the  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

The  original  3  A.N.  edition  of  The  New  York  Herald  of  Aoril  15,  I865.  This 
eight  page  newspaper  is  printed  on  rag  paper.  The  Foundation  collection  has 
the  2  A.M.,  3  A.M.  and  2  P.M.  issues  in  the  original  editions. 
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Founded  1856 


CLARK    STKEET    BRIDGE,    1856 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL.    SOCIETY-   North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  6061 4 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken.  1st  Vice-President  ■  James  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice-President  •  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III,  Treasurer  •  Paul  M.  Angle,  Secretary 


Clement  M.  Silvestro,  Director 


October  19,  1966 


Dear  Mr.  McMurtry: 

Congratulations  on  selling  your  Herald  piece 
to  Parade.   The  more  readers  the  better. 

Now  I  predict  what  will  happen:   Fourteen 
million  people  will  read  the  article  with  pleasure, 
go  on  to  the  next,  and  five  or  ten  years  later 
when  they  are  cleaning  out  grandpa's  trunk  they 
will  come  across  a  copy  of  that  Herald--isnt t 
this  the  paper  that  was  written  up  a  while  ago? 
It  must  be  scarce,  and  here's  a  copy! 

Fourteen  million  of  'em.... 

Sincerely  yours 

(Miss^r  Margaret  Scriven 
Librarian 


Mr.  3.  Gerald  McMurtry,  Director 
The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:  Cyrus  H.  Adams  III;  Bowen  Blair;  John  Jay  Borland;  Harold  H.  Corbin,  Jr.;  Emmett  Dedmon;  James  R.  Getz;  Willard  L.  King;  Andrew  McNally  III; 
Mrs.  C.  PhiUip  Miller;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Roger  W.  Shugg;  Hermon  Dunlap  Smith;  Theodore  Tieken;  Mrs.  Phuip  K.  Wngley 
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THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD 
APRIL  15,  1865 


On   the  day   of  Abraham  Lincoln1  s   death  ibfciBmmmwffiimB   five 
editions   of  The  New  York  Herald  were  published: 

2  A.M.,  Regular  Edition 

3  A.M.,  Special  Edition 

8:10  A.M.,  Mourning  Edition  (with  mourning  rules) 
10:00  A.M.,  Reward  Edition   (with  mourning  rules) 
2  P.M.,  Inaugural  Edition   (with  mourning  rules) 
The  first  two  reported  the  condition  of  the  President, 
who  was  still  living.  At  8  A.M.  the  news  of  his  death  was 
received.   The  edition  published  ten  minutes  later,  and 
the  two  that  followed,  carried  heavy  black  mourning  lines 
between  the  columns—these  lines  were  used  in  the  paper 
through  April  26th. 

It  was  only  the  mourning  rules  that  made  the  papers 
spectacular  (the  full-page  headline  did  not  come  into  use 
until  many  years  later),  but  the  event  itself  was  enormous, 
and  interest  in  it  has  never  died.   It  is  not  strange  that 
the  mourning-rule  editions  of  the  Herald  have  been  reprinted 
more  than  sixty  times.   Thousands  of  copies—almost  no 
printing  exactly  like  the  other—have  been  sold  or  distributed 
a$  souvenirs.   These  reprints  are  interesting  for  the  informa- 
tion they  carry,  but  have  no  financial  value. 


CHICAGO   HISTORICAL,   SOCIETY 


THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD,  APRIL  15,  1865,  page  2 


Two  factors  separate  the  originals  from  the  reprints: 

1.  The  originals  are  printed  on  rag  paper;  the 
reprints^ or  facsimiles^ on  wood  pulp  paper. 

2.  The  originals  have  eight  pages;  the  reprints 
never  more  than  four.   Mote.   The  last  (2  P.M.)  edition 
may  have  been,  in  the  original,  four  pages;  however,  these 
pages  are  numbered  [1],  4,5,8.   Earlier  editions,  with 
similar  numbering,  are  reprints. 

Reprints  may  also  be  identified  by  differences  in 
line  endings,  column  headings,  by  the  printer !s  name,  etc. 

*  #  #  -*  *  -K-  *  tt  -ft  -ft  -X--H-  * 

Information  from  Lincoln  Lore  ('Lincoln  National 
Life  Foundation,  Port  Wayne,  Indiana),  No.  159, 
Apr.  24,  1932;  No.  576,  Apr.  22,  1940;  and  No.  1425, 
Nov.,  1956.   These  bulletins,  which  contain  detailed 
information  about  the  reprints,  may  be  seen  at  the 
Chicago  Historical  Society. 


July  18,   1968 

Riral  fioute  6  Eox  37 

Elkhart,    Indiana     46514 


Lincoln  Natl.  Life  Ins.   Co. 
1301   S.  Harrison 
Fort  Wayne,    Indiana 

Attn;   Historical   Statistics  Divn. 

Gentlemen: 

A  copy  of  The  New  York  Herald  (newspaper) 
Whole  No.  10456  dated  New  York  Saturday  April  15,  1865 
(Eighteen  Hundred  Sixty  Five)  now  in  my  files  is  in 
good  condition  and  easily  legible  throughout. 

This  edition  records  the  announcement  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  assassination  and  the  first  story  thereof. 
Also  gives  details  of  the  stabbing  of  Secretary  Seward 
in  his  bed  at  home  about  the  same  time  (not  fatal)  as 
well  as  others  seriously  wounded  while  trying  to  protect 
him. 

As  this  paper  is  aged  over  a  Century,  would 
you  please  advise  if  it  has  any  special  value;  and  is  it 
of  interest  to  you?  I  realise  that  although  considerable 
volume  of  pertinent  information  is  shown  you  may  already 
have  copies  in  your  collection. 

Thanks  for  reply  at  your  early  convenience. 


Yours  very  truly, 


CKT/a 


46801 


July  19,  1968 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Jenks 
R.  R.  6,  Box  37 
Elkhart,  Indiana  46514 

Dear  Mr.  Jenks: 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  July  18  regarding  a  copy  of 
the  April  15,  1865  edition  of  The  New  York  Herald  which  is  in  your  possession, 
I  believe  you  will  find  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  page  from  one  of  our  Lincoln 
Lore  bulletins  pertinent.  A  careful  study  of  it  should  enable  you  to  deter- 
mine whether  you  have  a  rare  original  (on  rag  paper),  or  one  of  the  many 
reorints  (on  wood  pulp  paper  which  turns  yellow  and  brittle  with  age). 

In  our  collection  we  have  a  great  many  of  the  reprints 
and  three  of  the  originals.  A  reprint  is  worth  about  fifty  cents,  and  an 
original  is  worth  around  one  hundred  dollars. 

In  case  you  think  your  copy  may  be  an  original,  you 
might  wish  to  bring  it  in  to  our  museum  sometime,  so  that  Dr.  McMurtry  could 
examine  it.  Enclosed  is  a  little  booklet  about  our  museum  which  will  give 
you  our  visiting  hours. 

Sincerely  yours, 


rph/ 
2  enc. 


Ruth  P.  Higgins  (Mrs.  K.  E. ) 
Asst.  to  Dr.  McMurtry 


Founded  1856 


CLANK     STRKKT     KIMfji.l         1830 


Telephone  Michigan  2-4600 


CHICAGO    HISTORICAL,    SOCIETY*   North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street,  Chicago,  Illinois  G0614 

Andrew  McNally  III,  President  ■  Theodore  Tieken,  1st  Vice-President  ■  Jamea  R.  Getz,  2nd  Vice- /'resident  ■  Gardner  II.  Stern.  Treasurer  ■  Paul  M.  Annie,  Secretary 
Clement  M.  Silvestro,  Director  AligUSt      2  6,      19  69 


Dear  Dr.  McMurtry: 

Please  see  the  note  at  the  bottom  of  p.  1  of  the 
enclosed  pages. 

Four  pages,  "size  about  16  1/8  x  23  7/8  inches." 
I  asked,  and  agreed  to  pay  for,  a  photostatic  copy  of 
the  paper.  Answer:   "This  is  quite  rural  &  there  is  no 
facility  hereabouts  for  copying  this  paper  as  you  sug- 
gest, &  I  shouldn't  want  to  send  it  away."  (It  took  a 
year  or  so  to  get  a  faded  copy  of  about  one- quarter  of 
the  front  page. ) 

This  is  just  for  your  information  -  I  an  sending 
the  same  to  the  Library  of  Congress*  Of  course  I  know 
who  has  the  paper,  but  I  ain*t  sayin'.  Maybe  you  know 
anyhow. 


Sincerely  yours     rr* 

(Miss)  Margaret  Scriven 
Librarian 


cc:   Ralph  G.  Newman 

Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 


BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES:  Bowen  Blair;  John  Jay  Borland;  Harold  II.  ("orbin.  Jr.;  Kmmett  Dcdmon;  James  R.  Get*;  Willard  L.  Kinn;  Andrew  M.-Nally  III:  Mrs.  I".  Phillip  Mdler; 
Bryan  S.  Reid,  Jr.;  Gilbert  H.  Scribner,  Jr.;  Alfred  Shaw;  Harold  Byron  Smith,  Jr.;  Hormon  Dunlap  Smith;  Gardner  II.  Stern;  Theodore  Tieken:  Mrs.  Philip  K.  \\  ndey 


THE  CHICAGO  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


THE    NEW    YORK    HERALD,     APRIL    15,     1865 


A 
On  April  15,   1865,  the  day  Abraham  Lincoln  died,  six  editions  of  The 
New  York  Herald  were  published:  2:00  A.  M.  ,  3:00  A.  M.  ,  two  editions  dated 
10:00  A.  M.  —one  carried  a  "Reward"  notice,    the  other  did  not— 2:00  P.  M.  , 
and  3:30  P.M.    All  were  on  the  soft,  all-rag  paper  of  the  period. 

The  first  two  editions  had  eight  pages,  and  perhaps  some  of  the  others 
(the  Library  of  Congress  has  a  2:00  P.M.  issue  of  eight  pages).  Most  of 
them,  starting  with  10:00  A.M.  ,  had  four  pages— pages  2-3  and  6-7,  chiefly 
classified  advertisements,  were  omitted.  It  is  believed  that  the  eight- page 
issues,  with  advertisements,  were  used  in  the  city,  and  that  the  four- page 
ones  served  as  news  extras  and  were  sent  out  of  town. 

The  2:00  A.  M.  and  3:00  A.  M.  editions  carried  news  of  the  tragic  event 
at  Ford's  Theatre  the  night  before,  and  the  condition  of  the  President;  the 
10:00  A.M.,  and  subsequent  ones,  reported  Lincoln's  death,  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Johnson,  and  erroneously,  the  capture  of  Booth.  Beginning  with  the 
10:00  A.M.  edition,  black  mourning  rules  were  used. 

The  first  paper  of  the  day— the  2:00  A.M.  one— was  reprinted  several 
years  later  on  pulp  paper.  The  advertisements  were  omitted,  and  black 
mourning  rules  were  added.    This  reprint  is  not  commonly  seen. 


THE  8:10  A.M.   EDITION 

It  is  still  another  "edition,  "  one  not  mentioned  above,  that  is  owned  by 
thousands  of  persons  throughout  the  country.  The  hour  of  publication  is 
given,  in  column  four  of  the  first  page,  as  8:10  A.  M.  The  column  is  headed 
"Extra,  "  and  the  President's  death  is  briefly  reported. 


It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  was  an  Extra  published  at  about 
this  time.  Lincoln  died  at  7:22  that  morning,  a  telegram  was  sent  from 
Washington  to  New  York  at  7:30  and  was  received  in  New  York  shortly  before 
8:00  A.M.  The  news  of  the  President's  death  had  been  expected  for  hours, 
and  it  could  be  supposed  that  type  was  kept  ready  for  a  new  edition,  space 
left  only  for  the  announcement.  When  the  news  did  come,  the  "Extra"  could 
have  been  set  immediately,  the  presses  started,  and  the  papers,  still  wet, 
could  have  been  on  the  streets  at  8: 10, or  shortly  thereafter.  Reasonable  or 
not,  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  there  was  a  printing  between  3:00  A.  M, 
and  10:00  A.M.  X 

Note  ) August,  1969).   We  have  wind  of  another  edition-- 
8:^5  A.M.   It  is  said  to  be  on  rag  paper.'  From  a  partial 
copy  of  the  front  page  it  is  seen  that  the  "Extra"  is  moved 


up  to  the  date  line,  and  seems 
all  we  knoitf. 


to  be  in  column  k.      That's 


THE  NEW  YORK  HERALD,  APRIL  15,    1865,   page  2 


It  is  possible  that  this  "edition"  was  first  made  up  to  be  sold  as  a 
souvenir  at  the  Centennial  Exposition,  which  was  held  in  Philadelphia  in  1876. 
The  general  news  was  copied  from  the  2:00  A.M.  edition,  and  the  "Extra" 
and  black  mourning  rules  were  added. 

Once  begun,    there  seemed  to  be  no  end more  than  sixty  different 

printings  are  known.  All  have  mourning  rules;  most  consist  of  four  pages, 
others  of  two;  some  have  a  picture  of  Lincoln  on  the  front  page,  others  do 
not;  some  carry  the  printer's  name  and  the  date  of  publication,  others  do 
not.  .  .  .  Many  of  them  are  unashamedly  advertising  pieces.  The  front  page 
is  left  intact,  as  well  as  portions  of  other  pages,  but  such  products  as  lini- 
ment, catarrh  cures,  pills,  and  coffee,  with  illustrations  and  testimonials, 
take  up  considerable  space.  One  advertiser,  who  printed  the  paper  in  1889 
and  again  in  1900,  stated  that  copies  would  be  sent  to  those  who  asked  for 
them  at  one  cent  each. 

It  is  doubtful  that  the  issue  was  ever  printed  with  the  intent  to  deceive, 
but  many  people  who  come  across  it  now,  seeing  the  date  April  15,  1865,  and 
the  news  of  Lincoln's  death,  believe  it  to  be  genuine  and  valuable. 

This  is  not  the  case.  Almost  all  the  copies  found  today  are  printed  on 
cheap,  wood-pulp  paper— a  dead  giveaway.  Pulp  paper  was  not  known  until 
about  1870,  and  most  newspapers  did  not  begin  to  use  it  until  about  1875.  In 
a  tabulation  of  some  thirty- five  newspapers,  showing  when  they  started  to 
use  pulp  paper,  it  is  stated  that  The  New  York  Herald  used  part  pulp  starting 
December  31,  1874;  full  pulp  1882  on.  [Bulletin  of  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  v.  33,  no.  10,  October,  1929,  p.  747.]  Pulp  copies  are  discolored, 
break  easily  at  the  folds,  and  crumble  at  the  edges.  Advertisements  of  firms 
that  were  not  in  existence  in  1865,  and  dated  testimonials,  are  other  evi- 
dences.of  later  publication. 

As  of  July,  1967,  despite  extensive  search,  no  original  of  the  8:10  has 
been  found.  The  copies  so  commonly  owned  today  are  interesting  as  sou- 
venirs, but  have  no  commercial  value. 

HOWEVER 

It  took  130  years  to  find  an  original  copy  of  another  newspaper  that  was 
often  reprinted.  This  was  the  issue  of  The  Ulster  County  Gazette  (Kingston, 
N.  Y. )  that  reported  Washington's  death.  It  is  dated  January  4,  1800;  the 
first  of  two  known  originals  was  discovered  in  1930. 

It  is  only  102  years  since  The  New  York  Herald  reported  Lincoln's 
death.  It  may  be  that  an  original  8:10  A.  M.  will  come  out  of  hiding  some  day. 


July,   1967 


46801 


August  28,  1969 


Miss  Margaret  Scriven 

Librarian 

Chicago  Historical  Society 

North  Avenue  and  Clark  Street 

Chicago,  Illinois  60614 

Dear  Miss  Scriven: 

After  receiving  your  letter  of  August  26th  I  pulled 
out  our  file  of  New  York  Heralds.  Most  of  our  reprints  are  of 
the  8:10  A.M.  edition,  i  iaiied  to  find  an  8|45  A.M.  edition. 
Of  course,  I  did  not  expect  to  find  one. 

We  do,  however,  have  8:10  A.M.  editions  where  the 
"Extra"  is  moved  up  to  the  date  line.  Most  of  the  issues  show 
the  "Extra"  in  column  4. 


We  liave  had  some  recent  correspondence  with  people 
:  they  wish  to  t 
mentioning  an  8:45  edition. 


owning  copies  they  wish  to  sell,  but  I  do  not  recall  anyone 


I  hope  you  are  able  to  acquire  it,  and  that  it  is  a 
new  original  edition. 

Yours  sincerely. 


RGM:rph 


R.  Gerald  McMurtry 


S.GHER  RICHARD  »E»RY   "E«™^  "TOR   SICKER 
EXPRESS..*  HIS   DISMAY   OVER   ™   f^RAE^A*  £  OUN   SOR 

c M  w   lov,  t.  tat  ana  the  *'"™i,t„t"IrL  R.H.   ««•"     ">""  °"  '"" 
„„  the  vetso  and  docketed  by  Henry      U tte,  ^^  ^.^  „„,  „,. 

ESS:  "./w."i-.  * «  — 

„       O'mitt,   EUGEKE.      *»«1«".K°"'P;irdirS1^.d,b:hM»on*.be    nyl.a.. 
r.KStrre„.t,yny  St-   condition,  -itb  «-.  — .. 


■ 


a  1  pace   folio  on  vellum. 

20.     LINCOLN,    ABRAHAM,      ^-^ford  T second   lieute/ant    in   the  U.S.  Ar£ 

Aue      1,    186A    commissioning   John   J*"0/*   as^ton    as   Secretary   of   War.      Were 
h   a'blue   seal,    countersigned  by  S»nj  ^   ^^  ffi  v 

i%:e:::eeatetrear0ttvomgnceonrisot[nror^ia6s,  rd8,  *«-.  o*s--. 

vignette    at    uic    l>"<-  ..      „         Verv    eood. 

cannon   and   other   military   objects.      \ery    g 

21  (LINCOLN,  ABRAHAM).  A  1  page  8vo  AQS_ by  Artist  ^^  he^otes  was 
A  ;il  22,  1899  of  a  stanza  from  Holme  s  ^^t^irt-all,  ^ved  in  the 
"...quoted  by  Mr.   Lincoln   to  me.    Jne'  u;eof  the   fame  his  P^«ng  c 

White  House   with   Lincoln    for   six  mo h.Jbe  can  ^  ^ 

Lincoln    reading   the   Emancipation   Procla 

■    t   of    the   Sew  York  Herald  oi 
(LINCOLN'S   ASSASSINATION),      f   "^J^nation   of    Lincoln   and  his 
1  15     1865  with   the   details  of   the   assassin  ^  0Q 

th.      very    good   condition.  ^_      x    page   -to.   H*t- 

23.      LINDBERGH,    CHARLES   A.      Aviat or        ££*   ^fe ^Turtiss   Wright    Corp. 
ington,   N.Y.,    May    7,    19A0    to   G.J.    Brandeu lede  Undbergh.s   Lambert   pi** 

saving  he   has    requested   ^""^^.ppreci.te   your  ***^~£gZti 
-I  of   tSsTorlTas   i-,LwhrqSher^le   amount   of    time    ^trouble 
be    involved.    There    is   no  hurry...         Fine  • 

PRESIDENT  MC  K1NLEV   MENTIONS   J«f"[™f ,    page    Bvo, 
M.      »C  KINLEV,    WILLIAM.        President.      W^^   £    autograph   of   PreS' 
Canton,    Ohio,    March    17,    1896    to   Ellis    Robb    ^<-e™  Jc    ju8t    noM    to   put   »> 
ident    R.B.    Hayes.      "...I    beg   to   say    that   I   S^ no  however .    forwarded 

nand  upon  any  old   letters  of  M--"-"  Hayes  ^  ^  u 

your    request    to  his^son,    Mr.    Webb    C.    Ha>es,    a  ^  00 

cheerfully    respond."      Fine. 
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